
OSHER LIFELONG 
LEARNING INSTITUTE

The Cheezem Education Center is open 

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 

Registration opens 

December 15, 2022
Register by phone, by mail or online at: 

www.olliatclemson.org

IN THIS ISSUE:

Different ways to participate this term:

• In-person courses at the Cheezem
Education Center (Clemson), the Arts
Center of Clemson and at the Historic
Ballenger House (Seneca)

• Evening courses at the Cheezem Education
Center and the Arts Center of Clemson

• Zoom courses that allow you to participate
from home

• Outdoor Adventures and Day Trips

NEW COURSE TITLES INCLUDE: 

Buddhist Meditation; The Vietnam War in 

Historical Perspective; Making a Junk Journal; 

An introduction to Astrophotography; Ninety 

Six and the Battle of Hammond’s Store; A New 

Lens: James Webb Space Telescope and Other 

Current and Future NASA Exploration Missions; 

Managing Back Pain; Woody, Pete, and Arlo: A 

Century of Music; Drawing; Profiles in Deceit: 

JFK and LBJ on Vietnam, and more!
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https://www.olliatclemson.org/
https://www.facebook.com/olli.clemson/
https://www.instagram.com/olliclemsonuniversity/?hl=en


EVERLAN OF CLEMSON

NNeeww  SSeeaassoonn,,  NNeeww  YYoouu!!
We are currently taking reservations while following safety 

guidelines! We can’t wait to show you all that Clemson’s newest 
55+ Independent Living community has to offer.

150 Pershing Ave. | Clemson, SC 29631 | everlanliving.com

Call (864) 760-8968 to schedule your tour today!

 · Various floorplans available
 · Luxury independent apartments
 · Excellent dining
 · Long-term and short-term care 
agreements

 · All-inclusive
 · Community and social activities
 · Within walking distance to   
Clemson OLLI building

 · Onsite gym, salon and more!

Resort-Style Independent 
 Living For Adults 55+

Strategically designed with abundant recreation space and an 
array of amenities, you can enjoy a yoga class in the gym, take 
in a movie in the theater room, or relax in the courtyard with 
family and friends – all from the comforts of your new home.

https://everlanliving.com/
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Winter Event
LAUNCH EVENT

Wednesday, January 18
1:30 p.m., (social time and refreshments at 1:00 p.m.)

Cheezem Education Center

Welcome in the new calendar year and OLLI’s Winter 2023 Term in the 
warm company of fellow OLLI Members! Event is free and open to all OLLI 
Members, guests and the public but registration is suggested; register on the 
Events page of the OLLI website.

Featured Speaker: Dr. Otis W. Pickett, Clemson University Historian 
Previously associate professor of history at Mississippi College, Pickett 
has been Clemson University Historian since July 2022.  Before joining 
Mississippi College in 2013, Pickett was a clinical assistant professor of 
teacher education at the University of Mississippi’s Tupelo campus. He 
earned his doctorate in US History from the University of Mississippi in 
Oxford, Miss., and holds Master of Arts degrees in American History from 
the University of Charleston and the Citadel. Pickett earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History from Clemson.  

Where in the World Will OLLI Go?
Canadian Maritimes Coastal Wonders

July 23 to August 2, 2023

March to Victory WWII Battlefield Tour
September 5 to September 16, 2023

Spotlight on Tuscany
November 8 to November 16, 2023

The Azores: Jewels of Portugal
April 5 to April 18, 2024

See pages 32 and 33 for more information.

OLLI Teaching in Seneca This Term
Watch for courses offered at the Historic 

Ballenger House!
Located at 212 East South Third Street, the house 
was built by Grady Woodfin and Eleanor Ballenger 
circa 1925. The house remained in the family until 

1979 when son, Woodfin (Monk) Ballenger donated 
the home to newly created Seneca Woman's Club to 

ensure a place was available for local women's clubs to 
meet.  The building was partially renovated in 1979 
and redecorated in 2004.  The main floor Magnolia 

Room seats more that 40 participants. 

https://www.historicballengerhouse.org/
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
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this winter

OLLI New and Returning Member Orientation
Tuesday, January 10
1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center 
Free but registration is required; register on the Events 
page of the OLLI website

Whether you’re new to Clemson OLLI or returning 
from a hiatus, this orientation illustrates how OLLI 
ticks, who is who and how you can be part of your 
regional lifelong learning program!  Refreshments 
provided.

The following activities are open to all current OLLI Members and those with an interest in joining OLLI. All 
programs are free, but require registration; see the Events page at our website, www.olliatclemson.org, for more 
information, or call us at 864-633-5242.

Only Hope: My Mother and the Holocaust Brought 
to Light

Monday, February 27
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Free but registration is required; register on the Events 
page of the OLLI website

Before she passed away in 1974, Felicia Bornstein 
Lubliner wrote about her life in Nazi-occupied Poland 
during the Holocaust, including her internment in 
ghettos and two concentration camps, Auschwitz 
and Gross-Rosen.  Her powerful stories have been 
published by her son, Irv Lubliner, an emeritus 
professor at Southern Oregon University.  He will share 
excerpts from “Only Hope: A Survivor’s Stories of the 
Holocaust,” shedding light on his mother’s experiences 
and indomitable spirit, as well as his experience as a 
child of Holocaust survivors and his process in bringing 
the book to fruition.  

Irving Lubliner teaches math, blues harmonica, and 
literature classes for the OLLI program at Southern 
Oregon University (SOU).  An emeritus SOU professor 
specializing in mathematics education, he taught for 
40 years (at all levels, kindergarten through graduate 
school), led seminars for teachers in 39 states, and 
gave over 350 conference presentations, including 
several keynote addresses.  In 2019, he created 
Felabra Press (onlyhopebook.com) and published his 
mother’s writings about her experiences during the 
Holocaust, the book that will serve as the theme for this 
presentation.

Want to Audit a Clemson University Course?
Tuesday, March 14
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Cheezem Education Center
Free but registration is required; register on the 
Events page of the OLLI website

South Carolina residents aged 60 and older 
may audit Clemson University classes free of 
charge, if there is room and with permission of 
the instructor.  How do you know what’s being 
offered, and who’s teaching it?  Once you have 
permission, what’s next?  We’ll walk through the 
process, which involves some online research, 
friendly emails and a visit to Sikes Hall. 

https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
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WINTER

Share new views of the world through the eyes of OLLI Members! Programs are free and open to all; 
registration is suggested.  Register on the Events page of the OLLI website, www.olliatclemson.org.

Travelogue Series

Adventure to the “Last Frontier” – “Land of the 
Midnight Sun, Alaska” 

Hosted by Nancy Dunn 
Thursday, February 2 
10:00 a.m. 
Cheezem Education Center 

Why are moments in time embedded in your memory, 
invoking an inner warmth and huge smile? I cannot 
answer that, but I certainly had such a moment. It was 
June 12th, along the ALCAN near Sikanni, BC, 2,485 
miles from home. The temperature was in the mid 50’s, 
the morning sun cast a crisp shadow, white puffy clouds 
filled the blue sky, and blue-gray mountains appeared 
on the distant horizon. The stony, lineless, elevated 
tarmac road sparkled. An endless row of bright yellow 
dandelions stretched ahead beckoning me forward. With 
strains of “got sun on my face” running through my 
head I was on my “long way north”, on my way to my 
six-month goal - 25,000 miles. Join me on a road trip 
through the Canadian northwest to the 49th state.

Bolivia - Should it be on Anyone's Bucket List? 
Hosted by David Dreher 
Thursday, February 9 
10:00 a.m. 
Cheezem Education Center 

Bolivia, roughly the size of Texas and California 
combined, is a nation of contrasts.  Most images are 
from the Altiplano, the mineral rich high plains ranging 
from Lake Titicaca in the north to the massive salt flats 
of the Salar de Uyuni in the south.  Across the Andes 
lie the massive grasslands and tropical jungles of eastern 
Bolivia.  Our "tour" will examine the turbulent politics 
of Bolivia and a trip down the infamous "Death Road" 
linking La Paz to the coca-rich Yungas Valley.  David 
Dreher and his family resided in Bolivia from 2001 
to 2005 during his assignment as Consul at the U.S. 
Embassy in La Paz.  Work and personal travel took him 
to various places within this fascinating country.   

An American Living in Italy 
Hosted by Kathy McElvenny 
Thursday, February 16 
10:00 a.m. 
Cheezem Education Center 

In this travelogue, join me on my adventure as an 
American living in Italy - filled with colorful visits to 
Italian cities like Genoa, Lucca, and the Cinque Terre.  
Learn about unusual Italian foods you must try, tips 
for getting around and of course, learn some of the 
language along the way. Bring your funny bone as I 
share bloopers and funny mistakes I personally made... 
so you can learn (and laugh) from me about life in this 
beautiful country. 

https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/
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SC HUMANITIES
WINTER TERM

Brethren of Spade & Pruning Knife: The Naturalists & 
the Carolinas

Thursday, March 16
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Free to all but registration is suggested; register on the 
Events page of the OLLI website

This presentation tells a story of international trade, 
natural history, and science from the days of exploration 
& colonization. This was a time of transfer, the 
movement of people, animals and plants; it is the Age 
of the Natural Historians who looked around the world 
and tried to understand what they saw. Carolina has 
an amazing part of this story to impart – connections 
to the Royal Society of England with John Lawson, 
Mark Catesby who documented and illustrated the 
birds and animals of the Carolinas one hundred 
years before Audubon, Linnaeus in Sweden, women 
gardeners, and Bartram of Philadelphia. Learn why the 
gardenia is named after a Charleston immigrant who 
was especially interested in collecting fish skins. This 
presentation is about the times and the people that 
connected Charleston history to scientific inquiry and 
experimentation from the late 1600s into the eighteenth 
century.

Ruth Miller is a certified Charleston guide and 
cofounder of Charleston Strolls, the city’s first daily 
walking tour. She has worked as an independent speaker 
and tour guide, as well as author:  Charleston Charlie, 
Charleston’s Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon: Witness 
to History (co-author), Touring the Tombstones: Guides 
to Charleston’s 18th Century Graveyards, The Angel Oak 
Story, and Slavery to Civil Rights: A Walking Tour Guide 
to African-American Charleston. As a public historian, 
educator and storyteller, she enjoys tying Lowcountry 
history to the American story. 

What Civil War Are We Talking About? Southern 
Honor and the Myth of the Lost Cause

Thursday, March 30
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center

In the aftermath of a brutal Civil War, many 
southerners justified their sacrifice by creating a 
romanticized version of the War. Prominent people 
like South Carolina’s Wade Hampton and LaSalle 
Corbell Pickett, widow of the famed Confederate 
General, promoted a version of the War that justified 
the South’s secession, casting doubt on the real 
causes of the conflict. This presentation explores this 
19th century manifestation of “fake news” and its 
lasting consequences on the national memory and 
understanding of the Civil War.

Ron Roth is former director and CEO of the Reading 
Public Museum in Reading, Pennsylvania, and director 
of the Nebraska Museum of Art of the University of 
Nebraska. He has curated or co-curated numerous 
exhibitions from the Patriotic Paintings of N.C. Wyeth to 
a major exhibition with international glass artist Dale 
Chihuly. As an independent curator and consultant, 
he researched and wrote the script for the permanent 
exhibition area of the Central Pennsylvania African 
American Museum in Reading, Pennsylvania, and 
its exhibit on the Underground Railroad in central 
Pennsylvania.  Roth’s recently published book, The Civil 
War in the South Carolina: How a Confederate Artillery 
Battery and a Black union Regiment Defined the War, 
received outstanding critical praise. 

Speaker Series

To not take advantage of OLLI is 
really missing out. You couldn’t ask 
for more interesting courses in such 
a wide variety. I feel very fortunate 
that we have this opportunity 
practically at our doorstep.

”

”

https://www.olliatclemson.org/events
https://www.olliatclemson.org/events


Course Index
Day and Half Day Trips

New! A Look at Clemson University Collections:  
Special Collections and Archives, Herbarium 
(p.14)

New! Leonardo da Vinci: 500 Years of Genius at the 
Biltmore Estate, Asheville (p.13)

New! Living Gallery: The Savior’s Call at Bob 
Jones University (p.14)

North Georgia Gardens: Gibbs Garden and the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden at Gainesville (p.14)

New! Orchids and Mirrors: Atlanta Botanical 
Garden Winter Orchids and High Museum (p.13)

New! Picasso Landscapes: Out of Bounds at the Mint 
Museum Uptown, Charlotte (p.13)

Outdoor Adventures

New! A Walk in The Clemson Experimental Forest 
(p.17)

Discover Table Rock Tea Company in Pickens 
County (p.16)

Hikes in the Hills (p.15)

Jocassee Gorges (p.15)

Loon Watch on Lake Jocassee (p.15)

New! Ninety Six and the Battle of Hammond’s 
Store* (p.16)

Short and Sweet Waterfalls Hike to Brasstown 
Falls (p.17)

Short and Sweet Wildflower and Waterfall Hike to 
Station Cove Falls (p.17)

The Fascinating History of Oconee Bells (p.16)

Courses

Art, Culture, Music, and Travel

A Carousel of Arias from Italian Operas (p.21)

New! The Classical Era of Music (p.24)

The Joys of Language (p.19)

New! The Romantic Era of Music (p.30)

New! Woody, Pete and Arlo:  A Century of Music 
(p.23)

Health and Wellness

New! Buddhist Meditation (p.19)

New! Estate Planning and Elder Law (p.29) 

Getting Up and Getting Stronger (p.18)

New! Hangover Haven: IV Vitamin Bars, 
Hydration Spas, and Complementary Health 
(p.26)

Managing Back Pain (p.27)

New! Sustainable Investing (p.26)

Tai Chi (p.19)

History, Politics, Government, and Current 
Events

New! Contemporary Economic Policy Issues (p.28) 

New! Cryptocurrencies (p.30)

New! Foreign Legion? Forest Service? NO: The 
Foreign Service (p.26)

New! Growing Up with Vietnam (p.30)

New! Intertestamental History: Persia through 
Rome (p.21)

New! Jamestown: The First 100 Years 

• The Powhatan and the English: 1607-1618
(p.18)

• The First Africans: 1619-1662 (p.20)

• Inevitable Uprising: 1622-1646 (p.22)

• Bacon’s Rebellion: 1675-1699 (p.25)

March to Victory: Allied Actions After D-Day 
(p.23)

7   |   www.olliatclemson.org
*This program is both a course and day trip thus it appears in both categories.

https://www.olliatclemson.org/


New! Modern Warfare – A Look at the Evolution 
of Warfare in the 21st Century (p.20)

New! Ninety Six Historic Site and the Battle of 
Hammond’s Store* (p.16)

New! Profiles in Deceit:  JFK and LBJ on Vietnam 
(p.21) 

Robert E. Peary’s Fraudulent Claim to the North 
Pole (p.26)

The David Pope Case:  A 1972 Cold Case 
Homicide (p.20)

New! The Jewish Experience in Ecuador (p.25)

New! The Vietnam War in Historical Perspective 
(p.31)

The War to End All Wars: The First World War in 
the Ypres Salient (p.23)

We Do Things Different Down Here:  SC 
Government (p.23)

Home and Garden

Spring into Summer Container Gardening (p.29) 

Thai Cooking (Session A) (p.24)

Thai Cooking (Session B) (p.24)

Practical Art and Hobbies

New! An Introduction to Astrophotography (p.19) 

Beginning Mah Jongg (p.18)

Clay: Wheel Throwing (p.28)

New! Creating Your Legacy (p.27)

New! Editing and Annotating a Family 
Reminiscence (p.21)

Is Your Invention Ready for Shark Tank? (p.27) 

New! Line Drawing (p.28)

New! Making a Junk Journal: a Handmade Book of 
Found Materials and Ephemera (p.20)

Painting on Glass (p.18)

New! Working with Pastels: Landscapes (p.22)

Activity Levels
Activity level rankings are provided for courses as appropriate; 
please consider your needs and abilities when registering for a 

specific program.

MODERATELY CHALLENGING
These programs require a good deal of physical 
fitness and more physical activity. These programs 
may require, for example, a lot of walking on 
uneven terrain and/or up and down hills for long 
periods of time.

MC

CHALLENGING
These programs are for those who are comfortable 
with more strenous activities, such as hiking for 
several miles on uneven terrain.

C

ACTIVE
These programs require a fair amount of physical 
fitness and may require you to be active for up 
to three hours at a time. Many programs in the 
active category may require up to a mile of walking 
before taking a break and will likely cause you to 
break a bit of a sweat.

A

MODERATELY ACTIVE
These programs consist of some physical activity, 
such as equal parts walking and riding, sitting, or 
stopping.

MA
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Science and Technology

New! Autonomous Vehicles and a Visit to 
CU-ICAR (p.25)

New! A New Lens:  James Webb Space Telescope 
and Other Current and Future NASA Exploration 
Missions (p.29)

Changing Gears (p.28)

New! Electric Vehicles: Buses, Cars, and 
Motorcycles (p.22)

The Saga of Planet X (p.24)
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

9
Art Group

10
New and Returning 
Member Orientation  
(p.4)

Mah Jongg

11
Needles and Threads

12
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

13
Invitation-only 
Volunteer and 
Donor Event

Pickleball

16
Art Group

17
Mah Jongg

18
Winter Term Launch 
Event (p.2)

19
Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

20
Pickleball 

Writers’ Group

23
Getting Up and Getting 
Stronger (p.18)

Art Group

Jamestown: The 
Powhatan and the 
English (p.18)

24
Painting on Glass (p.18)

Beginning Mah Jongg 
(p.18)

Tai Chi (p.19)

Mah Jongg

An Introduction to 
Astrophotography (p.19)

25
Buddhist Meditation 
(p.19)

The Joys of Language 
(p.19)

Needles and Threads

26
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

27
Pickleball

30
The David Pope Case: 
A 1972 Cold Case 
Homicide (p.20)

Jamestown: The First 
Africans (p.20)

Art Group

31
Making a Junk Journal: 
a Handmade Book 
(p.20)

Modern Warfare - A 
Look at the Evolution 
of Warfare in the 21st 
Century (p.20)

Mah Jongg

Profiles in Deceit: JFK 
and LBJ on Vietnam 
(p.21)

1
A Carousel of Arias 
from Italian Operas 
(p.21)

Editing and Annotating 
a Family Reminiscence 
(p.21)

Needles and Threads

Gardening Group

2
Adventure to the “Last 
Frontier” – “Land of the 
Midnight Sun, Alaska” 
(p.5)

Intertestamental 
History: Persia through 
Rome (p.21)

Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

Working with Pastels: 
Landscapes (p22)

3
Book Club

Pickleball 

Writers’ Group

Code of Conduct
FOR MEMBERS AND INSTRUCTORS OF OLLI AT CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

OLLI at CU is a community of intellectually active mature adults. Membership entails mutual respect among 
members and instructors as they pursue knowledge and explore individual interests. Failure to treat ideas, 
viewpoints, the classroom environment and interests of other members of the community with respect and 
civility compromises the intellectual climate at OLLI, and cannot be tolerated. The OLLI administration and 
volunteer leadership are responsible for ensuring that the Code of Conduct is being followed in all OLLI-
sponsored programs.

This OLLI at CU Code of Conduct is congruent with that for students at Clemson University (www.clemson.
edu/administration/student-affairs/student-handbook/code-of-conduct) in promoting behavior that enables 
enlightened discourse among individuals.

https://www.olliatclemson.org/
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

6
Jamestown: Inevitable 
Uprising (p.22)

Electric Vehicles (p.22)

Art Group

7
March to Victory (p.23)

Woody, Pete, and Arlo: 
A Century of Music 
(p.23)

Mah Jongg

We Do Things 
Different Down Here: 
SC Government (p.23)

8
The War to End All 
Wars: The First World 
War in the Ypres 
Salient (p.23)

The Classical Era of 
Music (p.24)

The Saga of Planet X 
(p.24)

Needles and Threads

Thai Cooking (p.24)

9
Bolivia - Should it be 
on anyone's Bucket List? 
(p.5)

Loon Watch on Lake 
Jocassee (p.15)

Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

10
Pickleball

13
Art Group

Jamestown: Bacon’s 
Rebellion (p.25)

Autonomous Vehicles 
and a Visit to 
CU-ICAR (p.25)

14
Mah Jongg

15
Needles and Threads

The Jewish Experience 
in Ecuador (p.25)

Sustainable Investing 
(p.26)

16
Leonardo da Vinci: 500 
Years of Genius (p.13)

An American Living 
in Italy (p.5)

The Foreign Service 
(p.26)

Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

17
Pickleball

Writers’ Group

20
Fat Tuesday Eve 
Pot Luck Lunch (p.3)

Hangover Haven: IV 
Vitamin Bars, 
Hydration Spas and 
Complementary
Health (p.26)

Art Group

21
Mah Jongg

22
Orchids and Mirrors: 
Atlanta Botanical and 
High Museum (p.13)

Robert E Peary’s 
Fraudulent Claim to 
the North Pole (p.26)

Is Your Invention 
Ready for Shark Tank? 
(p.27)

Managing Back Pain 
(p.27)

Needles and Threads

Thai Cooking (p.24)

23
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

24
Pickleball

27
Art Group 

Only Hope: My Mother 
and the Holocaust 
Brought to Light (p.4)

28
Mah Jongg
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1
Creating Your Legacy 
(p.27)

Needles and Threads

Gardening Group

2
Picasso Landscapes: Out 
of Bounds at the Mint 
Museum Uptown, 
Charlotte (p.13)

Changing Gears (p.28)

Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

Contemporary 
Economic Policy Issues 
(p.28)

Clay: Wheel Throwing 
(p.28)

3
Book Club

Pickleball

Writers’ Group

6
Line Drawing (p.28)

A New Lens: James 
Webb Space Telescope 
and Other Current 
and Future NASA 
Exploration Missions 
(p.29)

Art Group

7
Mah Jongg

8
Spring into Summer 
Container Gardening 
(p.29)

Needles and Threads

9
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

10
Pickleball

13
Hikes in the Hills (p.15)

Estate Planning and 
Elder Law (p.29)

Art Group

14
Growing Up with 
Vietnam (p.30)

Mah Jongg

The Romantic Era of 
Music (p.30)

Want to Audit a 
Clemson University 
Course? (p.4)

15
Jocassee Gorges (p.15)

Needles and Threads

16
Brethren of Spade & 
Pruning Knife: The 
Naturalists & the 
Carolinas (p.6)

The Fascinating History 
of Oconee Bells (p.16)

Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

17
Pickleball

Writers’ Group

20
Art Group

21
Mah Jongg

22
Needles and Threads

23
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

Discover Table Rock 
Tea Company in 
Pickens County (p.16)

24
A Look at Clemson 
University Collections: 
Special Collections and 
Archives, Herbarium 
(p.14)

Pickleball

https://www.olliatclemson.org/
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

27
Art Group

Cryptocurrencies (p.30)

28
Mah Jongg

North Georgia 
Gardens: Gibbs Garden 
and ABG at Gainesville 
(p.14)

29
The Vietnam War in 
Historical Perspective 
(p.31)

Needles and Threads

30
What Civil War Are 
We Talking About? 
Southern Honor and 
the Myth of the Lost 
Cause (p.6)

Philosophy Group

31
Ninety Six Historic 
Site and Battle of 
Hammond’s Store 
(p.16)

Pickleball

3
Art Group

4
A Walk in the Clemson 
Experimental Forest 
(p.17)

Mah Jongg

5
Needles and Threads

Gardening Group

6
Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

Living Gallery: The 
Savior's Call at Bob 
Jones University (p.14)

7
Book Club

Pickleball

Writers’ Group

10
Art Group

11
Mah Jongg

12
Short and Sweet 
Wildflower and 
Waterfall Hike to 
Station Cove Falls 
(p.17)

Needles and Threads

13
Art Open Studio

Philosophy Group

14
Pickleball

17
Art Group

18
Mah Jongg

19
Needles and Threads

20
Short and Sweet 
Waterfall Hike to 
Brasstown Falls (p.17)

Watercolor Group

Philosophy Group

21
Pickleball

Writers' Group
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Program description page numbers in parenthesis. Please note date indicates first session meeting.

You could support OLLI and lifelong learning while perhaps lowering your tax burden?  Donate a portion of your 
RMD! 

A required minimum distribution (RMD) is the minimum amount you must withdraw from your retirement account(s) 
to satisfy federal tax rules. Generally, you are required to start taking withdrawals from certain tax-deferred retirement 
accounts (IRA, SEP IRA, SIMPLE IRA) when you reach age 72.

One strategy to mitigate required income taxes on your RMD is by making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCDs). 
QCDs enable individuals to fulfill their required minimum distribution by a direct transfer. But because QCDs cannot 
be considered taxable income, both higher tax rates and phaseouts in the future can be avoided.

Please consider designating OLLI at Clemson University as a charitable beneficiary of your IRA or other qualified 
retirement account.  Your account custodian can send a gift directly to the Clemson University Foundation designated 
for OLLI and help further our mission while you pay no income tax on the transfer. If you were to just withdraw the 
minimum required amount, it would be taxable income, but by donating a portion of your withdrawal directly to OLLI, 
you can reduce your income tax required.

For more information on supporting OLLI at Clemson through the RMD transfer program, please contact: 
Julie Vidotto 
Director, OLLI at Clemson University
jvidott@clemson.edu

Did you know...
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DAY and HALF-DAY TRIPS
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New! Leonardo da Vinci: 500 Years of Genius at the
Biltmore Estate, Asheville 

Thursday, February 16
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Departs the Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $175 includes transportation, sack breakfast, 
lunch on the Estate, admission to the Biltmore Estate 
with self-guided audio tour of the house, admission 
to the exhibition.  Please note that transport will be 
appropriate for group size, i.e., van or motorcoach.

Spend a day as a guest of George and Edith Vanderbilt 
– upon your arrival at the Biltmore Estate, enjoy a self-
guided audio tour of the majestic Biltmore House, 
called “America’s Largest Home” and set in 8,000 acres
in the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Inside the home, get
a close look at original art by Pierre-Auguste Renoir,
Albrecht Durer, and John Singer Sargent, including
Sargent’s portrait of landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmsted in Estate’s rhododendron gardens.  Don’t
miss the Otis elevator, the indoor swimming pool, or
the massive library collection.  We’ll enjoy lunch and a
brief look around the House before we travel through
the Estate to Amherst, for your visit to the immersive
exhibit.

Inventor, artist, scientist, engineer, sculptor, anatomist, 
musician, architect, philosopher—Leonardo da Vinci 
was all of these things. His brilliance and many 
extraordinary achievements are brought to vivid life 
in Leonardo da Vinci – 500 Years of Genius, the world’s 
most comprehensive and thrilling Leonardo da Vinci 
experience. End your day at Antler Hill Village, enjoying 
coffee or a wine tasting after browsing through the 
shops and exhibits on the Vanderbilt family at home 
and abroad.  

New! Orchids and Mirrors: Atlanta Botanical Garden
Winter Orchids and High Museum

Wednesday, February 22
9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Departs from Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $129 includes transportation via 24 passenger 
Tiger Transit vehicle, admissions, guided tour and box 
lunch

Is there anything more enchanting than an orchid in 
bloom in the winter?  What about hundreds?  The 
annual indoor plant show in the Conservatory of the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden is our first stop; we’ll move 
between the houses and environments of the Dorothy 
Chapman Fuqua Conservatory.  The Fuqua Orchid 
Center is home to the largest collection of species 
orchids on permanent display in the US. Its unique 
Tropical High Elevation House provides the correct 
habitat for montane orchids and companion plants from 
around the equator at elevations of 6,000 to 10,000 
feet. The Tropical Display House is filled with fragrant 
orchids from around the world.  Our second stop is the 
exhibit A Mirror Garden at the High Museum of Art.  
This is the first posthumous exhibition at an American 
museum for Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian (1922–
2019), one of Iran’s most celebrated and revered visual 
artists, known internationally for her geometric mirror 
sculptures that combine the mathematical order and 
beauty of ancient Persian architectural motifs with the 
forms and patterns of hard-edged, postwar abstraction. 
Objects on view will include a selection of sculptures, 
drawings, textiles, and collages spanning four decades, 
from 1976 to 2019.

New! Picasso Landscapes: Out of Bounds at the Mint
Museum Uptown, Charlotte

Thursday, March 2
9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Departs from Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $75, includes transportation via 24 passenger 
Tiger Transit vehicle, admission and tour 

Through a selection of more than 40 works spanning 
Picasso’s full career, Picasso Landscapes: Out of 
Bounds explores the depth of the artist’s engagement 
with landscape subjects along with his expansive 
approach to this traditional genre. The Mint Museum 
is the first of only three venues in the United States 
— and the only venue on the East Coast — to feature 
this exceptional exhibition filled with works from 
private collections and international museums together 
for the first time. Assembling some of Picasso’s 

A

A

OLLI is a wonderful organization. 
There is a very of programs to 
choose from. The staff is very 
friendly and do everything they 
can to make sure the program runs 
smoothly.

”

”

https://www.olliatclemson.org/
https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3337353534/Registration.aspx
https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3337353535/Registration.aspx
https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3337353536/Registration.aspx
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greatest landscape compositions in one traveling 
exhibition, Picasso Landscapes: Out of Bounds coincides 
with the 50th anniversary of the artist’s death. The 
dynamic grouping of works in the exhibition offers 
visitors an unparalleled window into the artist’s creative 
process, from his earliest days in art school (1896 when 
the artist was just 15 years old) to months before his 
passing in 1973.  We’ll stop at Optimist Hall for a lunch 
break when we reach Charlotte; this redevelopment of 
a turn-of-the-century gingham mill features a food hall 
offering international as well as Southern cuisine. 

New! A Look at Clemson University Collections:
Special Collections and Archives, Herbarium

Friday, March 24
9:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Departs from Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $32 includes transportation to and on 
campus, tours and lunch

Clemson University’s campus includes invaluable 
records of South Carolina history – many of which 
most students never see.  This excursion begins at the 
Clemson University Libraries’ Special Collections 
and Archives with its mission to collect, arrange, 
preserve, and make accessible materials relating to 
the history of Clemson University and its research 
endeavors. After a boxed lunch, we continue to the 
Herbarium.  This collection of dried, pressed and 
documented plant specimens is an important research 
tool that can contribute to work in Botany, Biology, 
Ecology, Environmental Studies, Conservation and 
other fields. The Clemson Herbarium is one of the 
largest collections in the state and serves as a more or 
less permanent documentation of the flora of South 
Carolina.

North Georgia Gardens: Gibbs Garden and the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden at Gainesville 

Tuesday, March 28
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Departs the Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $139 includes motorcoach transportation, 
garden admissions and tour, lunch and snacks

It was truly “a dream come true” when Jim Gibbs 
began construction of Gibbs Garden in Ball Ground, 
Georgia. Today the property encompasses 336 acres 
with the house and cultivated gardens covering 300+ 
acres, making it one of the nation’s largest residential 
estate gardens. A stream flows through the middle of the 

property’s valley, with hundreds of springs intersecting 
the stream. The springs are surrounded by millions of 
naturalized ferns making it one of the largest ferneries 
in the nation. Native azaleas, dogwoods, and mountain 
laurels provide additional seasonal interest. Look for 
24 ponds, 32 bridge crossings and 19 waterfalls! The 
numerous garden rooms are planted with hundreds 
of varieties of plants and are carved into pockets 
surrounded by acres of deciduous trees. Early afternoon 
we begin the trip home, with an hour stop to explore 
the Gainesville campus of the Atlanta Botanical Garden 
in Gainesville, with its woodland and stream gardens.

New! Living Gallery: The Savior's Call at Bob Jones
University

Thursday, April 6
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Departs from Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $49 includes entrance fee and transportation 
via Tiger Transit

Discover a boldly unique, dramatic presentation of 
sacred masterworks of art depicting Christ’s ministry 
and passion. Have you ever seen a work of art that 
looked so real that the characters almost seem to 
breathe? In Living Gallery, the characters in the larger-
than-life paintings, sculptures and stained glass are real. 
The unique Living Gallery program combines original 
drama, music and breathtaking live portrayals of classic 
works of art celebrating the story of Christ’s birth or 
resurrection. A team of talented artists and technicians 
spend hundreds of hours putting together the sets, 
costumes, makeup and lighting needed to create larger-
than-life artwork depicting the life of Christ. When 
it all comes together with live models, the effect is 
breathtaking. 

A

A

I am always amazed how OLLI 
seems to bring out the best in 
people, and the general welcoming 
and positive atmosphere you feel as 
soon as you enter the building.

”

”
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Loon Watch on Lake Jocassee 
Thursday, February 9
(Rain date: Thursday, February 16)
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Devil’s Fork State Park
Tuition: $69 includes classroom presentation and boat 
tour

According to the Audubon guide, many think of loons 
as a “symbol of wilderness,” and in the northeast you'll 
find their breeding grounds protected by volunteer 
“loon rangers.” Lake Jocassee is both a winter home and 
spring migration stop-over for a large, stable population 
of common loons. The relatively small size of Jocassee 
makes the lake a perfect laboratory for loon research. 
Join us for a classroom presentation of cutting-edge 
research on winter loon behavior and spring migration, 
then enjoy a 3-hour pontoon tour to view winter 
water birds on the lake. We will also visit some of the 
beautiful waterfalls and wild rivers for which Lake 
Jocassee is so famous. 

Upstate naturalists Brooks and Kay Wade are 
enthusiastic students of Mother Nature, studying from 
within the classroom of Lake Jocassee and the Jocassee 
Gorges.  Both are contributing writers to various bi-
monthly and quarterly publications around the Upstate, 
writing on environmental and ecological themes, and 
they publish the Blue Wall Weekly, an online calendar 
of outdoor events in the area. Their most recent venture 
is the establishment of a nonprofit called Jocassee Wild 
Outdoor Education. 

Hikes in the Hills 
4 Mondays, March 13 to April 3
(Rain date: Monday, April 10)
9:00 a.m. to approximately 3:30 p.m.
Itinerary provided one week before start date
Tuition: $60

Enjoy interpreter-led hiking in the Piedmont of Upstate 
South Carolina and the Southern Appalachians of 
North Carolina as we explore the rich biodiversity and 
geology of the region. We’ll see waterfalls and soak 
in the views from scenic vistas as we explore our ever-
changing landscapes. Participants should be able to walk 
up to four miles on uneven terrain.  

• March 13: Stumphouse Tunnel, Issaqueena Falls
and the Blue Ridge Railroad Trail (3 – 4 miles)
Explore the rich history and tunnels of the Blue
Ridge Railroad Trail along with the 100-ft cascade
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
of Cane Creek known as Issaqueena Falls. In 
addition to the falls, we will hike along the old 
railroad bed and see at least two of the three 
tunnels, Stumphouse Tunnel and Middle Tunnel. 

• March 20: Oconee Bell Trail (1.2 miles) and
Station Cove Falls Trail (1.2 miles)
See the rare Oconee Bell wildflowers at Devil’s
Fork State Park and hike the Station Cove Falls
Trail, one of SC’s earliest premier wildflower
trails, and terminates at Station Cove Falls (60-ft
waterfall).

• March 27: Three Falls of the DuPont State Forest
(3 miles)
Travel to DuPont State Forest to view three
spectacular waterfalls: Triple Fall, High Falls and
Hooker Falls.

• April 3: Sassafras to Chimneytop Gap (2.2 mi)
Enjoy the views from the tower at the top of
Sassafras Mountain, South Carolina’s highest
mountain. Then hike along the Foothills Trail to
Chimneytop Gap passing by the iconic “balancing
rock” boulder, sitting atop other boulders.

Jean Askew is an avid hiker and has been hiking with 
OLLI and other groups since moving back to the 
Upstate in 2008. She has an educational background in 
botany and forestry and completed the Upstate Master 
Naturalist program in 2016. Delsey Brown moved back 
to the Upstate in 2016 and started exploring the area 
she left in 1983. She has been hiking with OLLI since 
2017 and enjoys hiking with a group where everyone 
learns from each another.

Jocassee Gorges
6 Wednesdays, March 15 to April 26  
(No Class April 12)
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Itinerary provided one week before start date
Tuition: $89

Get to know the land and its natural history while 
walking and hiking through stunning spring landscapes.  
Join a cadre of experts for this popular series of field 
trips to explore the natural and cultural diversity of 
Jocassee Gorges. This is not a series of hiking classes but 
rather a conservation education class that happens to 
involve walking. For their safety as well as the safety of 
course members, pets are not allowed. Trip discussion 
topics include natural history, and wildlife and forest 
management strategies such as hunting and prescribed 
burning. Participants will receive a complete itinerary 
before the first session.

MC
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Greg Lucas, a native South Carolinian, has worked in 
conservation outreach with the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources for 30 years. He is S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources coordinator with the Upstate 
Master Naturalist Program and is on the board of the 
Foothills Trail Conservancy. This will be his 40th 
semester with OLLI at Clemson.

The Fascinating History of Oconee Bells
Thursday, March 16
(Rain date: Monday, March 20)
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Devil’s Fork State Park
Tuition: $69 includes classroom presentation and boat 
tour

The Oconee Bell, once called "the most interesting 
plant in America," shares a fascinating history with 
early explorers of the Jocassee Gorges. Learn who these 
adventurers were and why early botanists spent nearly a 
century seeking out this elusive wildflower.  The hour-
long presentation is followed by a 3-hour pontoon tour 
of Lake Jocassee to find the Oconee Bell in its native 
habitat, deep in the wild terrain of the Jocassee Gorges.  

Upstate naturalists Brooks and Kay Wade are 
enthusiastic students of Mother Nature, studying from 
within the classroom of Lake Jocassee and the Jocassee 
Gorges.  Both are contributing writers to various bi-
monthly and quarterly publications around the Upstate, 
writing on environmental and ecological themes, and 
they publish the Blue Wall Weekly, an online calendar 
of outdoor events in the area. Their most recent venture 
is the establishment of a nonprofit called Jocassee Wild 
Outdoor Education. 

Discover Table Rock Tea Company in Pickens County 
Thursday, March 23
2:00 p.m. to approximately 3:30 p.m.
Meet behind the Cheezem Education Center at  
12:45 p.m. or Table Rock Tea Company at 1:45 p.m.
Tuition: $14

Nestled along the Cherokee Foothills at the base of 
Table Rock Mountain, our regional climate offers the 
ideal location for growing premium, small-batch tea 
crafted with the best of both traditional and modern 
methods. The results are brilliantly fresh, exquisitely 
complex teas worthy of the most distinguished of 
palates. A delightful, energetic and enthusiastic couple 
have developed this working tea farm; join us for an 
educational tour of their tea shrub acreage, greenhouse 

and processing area and learn how tea is transformed 
from plant leaves to a refreshing drink. Discover 
“Walhalla Masala Chai,” “Hillbilly Tea” from native 
Yaupon plants, and “Bear Claw” Oolong Tea.

Susan Creamer, an avid gardener, photographer, and 
Master Naturalist, spent 30 years in the elementary 
school classroom. Her favorite years of her career were 
spent in a hands-on science lab. She was employed 
with Roper Mountain Science Center from 2002-2011. 
Now she enjoys working with OLLI, hiking, gardening, 
photography and life on Lake Hartwell.

New! Ninety Six Historic Site and the Battle of
Hammond’s Store

Friday, March 31, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
Cheezem Education Center
Saturday, April 1, departs Cheezem Education Center 
at 8:00 a.m. and returns at approximately 5:00 p.m.
Tuition: $65

This two-part program will explore three American 
Revolutionary War sites in the Upstate; the two-hour 
lecture on Friday, illustrating the people, places and 
events of note, sets the stage for the Saturday day trip.  
We will visit the Ninety Six National Battlefield, touring 
the battlefield and observing re-enactors in period dress, 
providing various period demonstrations. We continue 
to the sites of the Battle of Hammond’s Store to tour 
this recently discovered battlefield, and we will conclude 
with a visit to the site of the Hayes Station Massacre.  At 
both of these sites, Durant Ashmore, ninth generation 
South Carolinian and seventh-generation descendent 
from Walter Ashmore, one of the original pioneers of 
Greenville County, will provide a short lecture.

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Joel Rexford is a graduate of SUNY 
Brockport, Central Michigan, Command and General 
Staff College, and the US Army War College. He has 
led Civil War and American Revolutionary War tours 
for college and high school students, as well as tours of 
the Cowpens National Battlefield for the National Park 
Service.

MA

MA

It provides me the opportunity to 
meet and exchange thoughts with 
a extended group of people that I 
would not ordinarily see or meet.

”
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New! A Walk in The Clemson Experimental Forest
Tuesday, April 4
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Itinerary provided one week before start date
Tuition: $25

The Clemson Experimental Forest is 17,500-acres of 
conservation lands owned by Clemson University and 
adjacent to campus. Most of us drive through or around 
it every week, but may know little about it.  Within 
it are pristine lakes, wetlands, streams, and scenic 
waterfalls, as well as historic structures and places.  (And 
a bombing range.)
Enjoy this early spring walk in the Clemson Forest 
looking for wildflowers and any wildlife you may find 
with a little history thrown in just for fun!

Ben Sill retired from teaching engineering at Clemson 
University, and has had a long-term interest in the 
Clemson Forest. Over the years, Ben has made 
numerous presentations about the Forest, and for more 
than 5 years he has taught an Honors College course 
on the subject.  Susan Creamer, an avid gardener, 
photographer, and Master Naturalist, spent 30 years in 
the elementary school classroom. Her favorite years of 
her career were spent in a hands-on science lab. She was 
employed with Roper Mountain Science Center from 
2002-2011. Now she enjoys working with OLLI, hiking, 
gardening, photography and life on Lake Hartwell.

Short and Sweet Wildflower and Waterfall Hike to 
Station Cove Falls

Wednesday, April 12
9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Itinerary provided one week before start date
Tuition: $25

Enjoy a leisurely, easy half-mile hike through a gorgeous 
Appalachian cove forest to Station Cove Falls, a stepped, 
60-foot waterfall. Countless wildflowers bloom along the
trail, and no matter what time of year you will almost
always see something in bloom. We’ll take our time
observing and identifying wildflowers along the trail.
Hikers should bring water and lunch to enjoy out in the
woods.

Susan Creamer, an avid gardener, photographer, and 
Master Naturalist, spent 30 years in the elementary 
school classroom. Her favorite years of her career were 

spent in a hands-on science lab. She was employed 
with Roper Mountain Science Center from 2002-2011. 
Now she enjoys working with OLLI, hiking, gardening, 
photography and life on Lake Hartwell.

Short and Sweet Waterfalls Hike to Brasstown Falls
Thursday, April 20
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Itinerary provided one week before start date
Tuition: $25

Brasstown Falls is located in the Sumter National 
Forest, near the Georgia – South Carolina line.  While 
a popular spot, the trails were difficult, unimproved 
and somewhat dangerous to walk. With a new and 
improved one-mile trail opening in 2021, it is fairly easy 
to navigate to view all 3 waterfalls:  Brasstown Cascades, 
Brasstown Veil, and Brasstown Sluice. There are roughly 
40-50 steps with a couple of viewing platforms, but the
trail is well-spaced and fairly easy to manage.

Susan Creamer, an avid gardener, photographer, and 
Master Naturalist, spent 30 years in the elementary 
school classroom. Her favorite years of her career were 
spent in a hands-on science lab. She was employed 
with Roper Mountain Science Center from 2002-2011. 
Now she enjoys working with OLLI, hiking, gardening, 
photography and life on Lake Hartwell.
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Getting Up and Getting Stronger
8 Mondays, January 23 to March 13
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $69

Have you ever regretted getting down on the floor 
to play with pets and/or grandchildren, wondering 
if you were ever getting up again? This eight-session 
course incorporates yoga poses, exploratory “yoga-ish” 
strengthening exercises and functional movement 
work to increase your confidence and ability in moving 
through everyday activities. Methods to be better in 
tune with your body, such as brief meditations and 
breathwork, are also included. Bring a yoga mat (or let 
OLLI know you need to borrow one) and water bottle; 
wear comfortable flexible clothing.

Renee Gahan has been teaching yoga and meditation 
at Clemson University since 2011 and has taught in the 
broader community since 2002. Through her decades of 
teaching, study, and practice, she had developed a self-
care toolbox for people of any age and background to 
feel better in their bodies, their relationships, and their 
lives.

New! Jamestown:  The Powhatan and the English, 
1607 – 1618

Monday, January 23
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $14 for a single lecture; $40 for the 4-part 
series.

While the early days of Jamestown were marred with 
struggle, conflict, and tragedy, the settlement would 
survive as the first permanent English colony in North 
America, from which the seeds of the United States 
grew.  After several failed attempts to colonize North 
America, the English in 1606 formed the Virginia 
Company of London and soon after arriving in North 
America, selected a strategic site for a fort. While 
idyllic to the English, the chosen land was unoccupied 
but not unclaimed. The period of conflict with the 
Powhatan that followed would echo across the continent 
for centuries.  This lecture is one of a four-part series 
“Jamestown: The First 100 Years” and is offered through 
the Smithsonian Associates program.  

Mark Summers is the public historian for the 
Jamestown Rediscovery archeological project and will be 
presenting via Zoom.  

COURSES
Painting on Glass

Tuesday, January 24
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Developed in 9th-century Germany, the art of glass 
painting reached its peak in the 17th century - think 
of all those painted windows in Gothic cathedrals. In 
this hands-on class, we will explore techniques such as 
preparing glass for painting, transferring a picture to a 
glass frame, and painting the glass. We will discuss the 
type of strokes necessary for the best presentation of the 
image, how to design pictures and paint on any glass 
using acrylic paint.  A supply list will be provided upon 
registration.

Vickie Bagwell is a retired RN that has had an interest 
and dabbled in art since the age of 12. Having taken 
classes in acrylic, oil, and watercolor painting, she now 
teaches watercolor, acrylic, and painting on glass classes 
throughout the community including The Arts Center 
of Clemson.

Beginning Mah Jongg
3 Tuesdays, January 24 to February 7
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $24

Mah Jongg (American version) – not the type we play 
on our laptops – is a tile-based game that originated in 
China during the Qing dynasty. Games scholar David 
Partlett has written that it shares common origins with 
such Western card games as Rummy, based on “draw 
and discard” practice. Join this hands-on course to learn 
the basics, understand the phrase “crack, bams, and 
dots” and what is meant by dragons, winds, and flowers. 
Whether you played in the past or are a true beginner, 
this course will help you master the finer points and 
experience what players say about “the love of the 
game!” Students are encouraged to join the OLLI Mah 
Jongg Special Interest Group to continue building their 
skills.

Janice Dieter, Joan Servis, and Sue Sprott are the 
OLLI Mah Jongg teaching team. Together they have a 
combined 2,000 hours of playing time.

https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3337353730/Registration.aspx
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Tai Chi
11 Tuesdays, January 24 to April 4 
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $119

Tai Chi (Taijiquan) is practiced widely around the world, 
and is renowned as a system of training which enhances 
health, balance, and well-being through a series of 
postures that are practiced slowly and with attention to 
alignment and relaxed movement. While many of the 
concepts go back to ancient times, the first complete 
forms are credited to the Chen Village in China, 
from the 1700s. The Tai Chi form known as "Tai Chi 
24" will be taught, form by form. The instructor will 
explain basic yet very important principles, e.g., rooting, 
sung (relaxation), and six directions. This class will be 
suitable for all levels, from beginner to advanced.

Gary Carbone has 35 years studying Tai Chi (Taijiquan), 
Xingyiquan, Bagua Zhang, Yiquan, Shaolin Kung Fu 
and Isshin Ryu Karate, is a 7th generation lineage 
holder from Master Chen Jun Hao of Taiyuan, Shanxi 
Province, China. He loves sharing these arts with 
others.

New! An Introduction to Astrophotography
3 Tuesdays, January 24 to February 7; a photography 
session with follow-up photo viewing session will be 
scheduled during class.
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $35

The ability to see what is in the dark sky reveals 
wondrous objects – this course offers an introduction 
to the basics of astrophotography that you’ll need 
to begin to explore the universe around us.  Public 
interest in astronomy and astrophotography has rapidly 
increased over the last few years, and the ability to 
image planets, galaxies and nebulae requires techniques 
and, frequently, equipment that go far beyond what 
is required for daytime photography. The cost of the 
hobby ranges from no added expense to considerable 
cost for equipment.  This course will include a session 
under the stars and the ability to see how images are 
brought to life afterwards. A basic understanding of 
digital photographic principles is helpful, but not 
required.

Bill Griffith has been learning the art of 
astrophotography since early 2021. During this time, 

his experience has continued to evolve from simple 
Milky Way photography to more challenging deep space 
photography using a variety of hardware and software.

New! Buddhist Meditation
10 Wednesdays, January 25 to March 29
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $69

The benefits of meditation are touted everywhere these 
days:  reduced stress and anxiety, better concentration 
and focus, and an improved sense of well-being. Join 
this gentle introduction to meditation designed to 
teach you what you need to know to develop your own 
practice. We will discuss Buddhist philosophy a bit, but 
only those aspects to better understand what we are 
doing and why. The approach is thoroughly practical 
and completely compatible with all belief systems - in 
other words, this is a course on how to meditate, not on 
religion or metaphysics. 

Kelly Smith is a Professor of Philosophy and Chair of 
the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Clemson 
University. He is passionate about teaching and for the 
past 30 years has taught classes on a wide variety of 
topics. Kelly was first introduced to Buddhist meditation 
20 years ago as part of his training in the Korean martial 
art of Hapkido.

The Joys of Language
10 Wednesdays, January 25 to March 29
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $53

If you’re the sort of person who’d love to know what 
“DiMaggio sheets” are (satin sheets), what a “science 
burqa” is (a hazmat suit), and why a carousel is a “horse 
tornado,” the all-new Joys of Language is a course for 
you. Join us in January for an enjoyable romp through 
the English language. No tests to take, no essays to 
write, and no grades to fear—everyone gets an A.

Skip Eisiminger is retired from the Clemson University 
English Department, where he taught History of 
the Language, Word Study, American Literature, 
interdisciplinary humanities, and creative writing for 
42 years. He continues to publish in the South Carolina 
Review, Weekly Hubris, and KYSO Flash. He’s the author 
of Anecdotes and Antidotes (Serving House Press, 2019).
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The David Pope Case: A 1972 Cold Case Homicide
Monday, January 30
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $24

Is this the plot of a fictionalized crime show?  A two-
year-old boy had been starved, tortured, and beaten, 
then murdered. The suspect got away with this homicide 
for 22 years and continued abusing another stepson and 
five of his own children.  Unfortunately, no, this story is 
true – a case that spanned more than twenty years.  This 
lecture explores the crimes, the grand jury presentation 
and the trial details.  Audio recordings of 911 telephone 
calls and graphic, detailed photos illustrate the lecture, 
and your instructor outlines two additional homicides 
that intertwined with this investigation.  Note: Class 
includes use of audio and visual images some may find 
disturbing. 

Thomas Aiken served 30 years with the New York 
State Police with 25 years working on or supervising 
major cases and units. He has worked more than 100 
homicides and attended at least 100 autopsies; his 
agency worked the entire state of New York.  After more 
than five years of research, his wife Connie Aiken is 
writing a book centered on this case and the impact of 
such work on family life.

New! Jamestown:  The First Africans, 1619 – 1662
Monday, January 30
Noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Cheezem Education Center 
Tuition: $14 for a single lecture; $40 for the 4-part 
series

While the early days of Jamestown were marred with 
struggle, conflict, and tragedy, the settlement would 
survive as the first permanent English colony in North 
America, from which the seeds of the United States 
grew.  In 1619 the English were confident in the success 
of Jamestown. Tobacco was booming, and hundreds 
of new English settlers were arriving each year. In that 
same year, the first documented Africans were forcibly 
captured and brought to Virginia to work the tobacco 
fields. This would begin a long and complicated history 
of race in America. This lecture is one of a four-part 
series “Jamestown: The First 100 Years” and is offered 
through the Smithsonian Associates program.   

Mark Summers is the public historian for the 
Jamestown Rediscovery archeological project and will be 
presenting via Zoom.   

New! Making a Junk Journal: a Handmade Book of
Found Materials and Ephemera

4 Tuesdays, January 31 to February 21
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $35

You might be surprised at the number of items that are 
thrown in the trash or recycle bin that can be used in 
the construction of a journal.  Learn about the many 
uses of journals and experience the pleasure of making 
one of your own, using techniques and tools employed 
by book makers. Paper of many kinds, fabric, paint, ink 
and ephemera will be used to make each journal unique 
and a reflection of its maker.  No previous experience 
is required.  A supply list will be provided upon 
registration.

Sue Archambault has spent several years making junk 
journals with a variety of constructions and themes.  
Some were on display during the art show at OLLI this 
year.

New! Modern Warfare - A Look at the Evolution of
Warfare in the 21st Century

Tuesday, January 31
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Warfare has evolved significantly since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
shifting significantly from large, national armies to 
non-state groups, terrorist groups, private military 
companies, and lone wolf actors.  Additionally, the 
nature of war has also changed.  Today, outer space is a 
battleground, as is the internet and cyber space.  This 
course will explore the evolution in warfare and how the 
battlefield could be in some far-off distant land, in your 
neighborhood, or in your laptop.

Military historian and Colonel (retired) Lawrence Saul 
served for 37 years in the US Army, including tours 
in Germany, Holland, Belgium, England, Kosovo and 
other locations. He was one of the last veterans of 
the Vietnam War still serving on active duty when he 
retired in 2008. A dedicated OLLI volunteer instructor, 
Saul has taught more than 75 military history courses 
at Clemson, California State University - San Marcos, 
Emory, and the University of Georgia. He has extensive 
experience as a Battlefield Tour Guide and has a BA in 
History from Georgia State University, as well as two 
master’s degrees.
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New! Profiles in Deceit: JFK and LBJ on Vietnam
6 Tuesdays, January 31 to March 7
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $58

If you came of age when the war in Vietnam was in the 
daily news, you may wonder how it all began. Would it 
surprise you to know that crucial decisions were made 
by both President Kennedy and President Johnson in 
1963? That was the year that United States political and 
military policies in Southeast Asia took a sharp turn. 
Employing the research of John M. Newman and others, 
this course will examine how both of these presidents 
sought to deceive the American people in order to win 
an election. The gate to America’s great political and 
military disaster of the late 20th century is surveyed, 
along with other crises of the time. Recommended 
reading is JFK and Vietnam by John M. Newman and JFK 
and the Unspeakable by James W. Douglass.

John Powers, M.F.A., is a writer and director with 
experience in theater and film. Drawing on recent 
US history as source material for a number of his 
productions, he has also developed this material into 
provocative classroom engagements, such as “Nixon and 
the Pentagon Papers,” “1968: The Year That Rocked,” 
and “Pearl Harbor Reconsidered.”  He has been OLLI 
instructor since 2013.

A Carousel of Arias from Italian Operas
4 Wednesdays, February 1 to 22
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $48

In the past 20 years American audiences have been 
introduced to the 3 Tenors (Jose’ Carreras, Placido 
Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti), Andre’ Rieu, Andrea 
Bocelli and others; many of the featured musical 
performances were “Arias” from such Italian opera 
composers as Verdi, Rossini, Puccini and Leoncavallo.  
These “Arias” are self-contained pieces for one voice 
or musical “chapters” of a much longer, complex story 
narrated in a specific Opera.  Students will hear these 
short musical parts, compare the Italian texts to their 
English translations, and learn where these musical 
chapters fit into the context of the plot.  Learn the 
message of these familiar pieces and engage more deeply 
with their emotional meaning.  

Young Marina Viotto Joyce’s parents exposed her to 
the culture of the operas and shared their awe for a 
composer or a singer. When she became a teenager, 
those arias were stashed in mothballs, as the Beatles 
and Rolling Stones made their entrance on the musical 
scene. Now, 50 years later, she wishes to share her 
rediscovery of this genre of “adult” music.

New! Editing and Annotating a Family Reminiscence
3 Wednesdays, February 1 to 15
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $37

Family memories – whether written or recorded – can 
offer a lasting glimpse into history for generations to 
come.  But what to do to organize, edit, annotate, and 
illustrate them?  This course offers specific examples of 
how and where to begin!  Topics include US copyright 
law restrictions for publishing unpublished materials, 
using Google books and the Library of Congress 
Chronicling America digitized newspapers as resources 
for verifying statements made in reminiscences, what 
sites like Ancestry.com offer as a source, and how to 
incorporate family photographs into a project. To gain 
experience, participants will find resources that pertain 
to selections assigned in class, and share their findings.  
We will end with a general discussion on what the 
members of the class have discovered about researching 
family history.

Philip Mathews Cheney is a retired public librarian and 
has presented earlier courses at OLLI. He is a former 
speaker for South Carolina Humanities and specializes 
in Civil War topics.  Anne Grant is a Teaching, 
Learning, and Research Librarian at Clemson University 
and will provide information on the valuable resources 
available for your use at the Clemson University 
Libraries.

New! Intertestamental History: Persia through Rome
Thursday, February 2
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

The 400 years between the last book of the Old 
Testament and the time of Christ is often referred to 
as the “silent years.” However, they were anything but 
silent. The 200 years prior to the time of Christ was a 
time of prolific literary and religious activity as well as 
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a crisis era for the Jewish people. Consequently, there 
was an attempt to deal with the surrounding chaos 
politically and religiously. This course will explore the 
history, religion, and literature of this important period.

Homer Heater graduated from the Washington Bible 
College and Capital Bible Seminary. He received 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Semitics from the Catholic 
University of America. He retired from the presidency 
of his Alma Mater (WBC/CBS) in 2005 where 
he served for thirty years as professor, dean, and 
president. He has taught in five different seminaries, 
including eight years in the Bible Department at 
Dallas Theological Seminary. He became a member of 
Clemson Emeritus College in 2017.

New! Working with Pastels: Landscapes
4 Thursdays, February 2 to February 23
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
The Arts Center of Clemson
212 Butler Street, Clemson 
Tuition: $60 includes supplies

Pastels are an especially portable medium, enabling you 
to create colorful art with no need for water, brushes or 
palettes.  Pastel is fabricated from one or several finely 
ground pigments, a pulverized inert white filler such as 
ground calcium carbonate or kaolin, and a minuscule 
amount of binder such as gum tragacanth; they are 
known for their deep, vibrant color. Get started with 
pastels, or return to your practice, in this hands-on 
workshop.

OLLI and the Arts Center of Clemson are partnering 
this term to bring a curated series of hands-on 
workshops to OLLI Members. The Arts Center is 
housed under the Department of Parks and Recreation 
for the City of Clemson, and we thank them for their 
support!

New! Jamestown:  Inevitable Uprising, 1622 - 1646
Monday, February 6
Noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Cheezem Education Center 
Tuition: $14 for a single lecture; $40 for the 4-part 
series

While the early days of Jamestown were marred with 
struggle, conflict, and tragedy, the settlement would 
survive as the first permanent English colony in 
North America, from which the seeds of the United 

States grew.  In 1622, the short-lived peace between 
the English and Powhatan Indians since the marriage 
of Pocahontas and John Rolfe ended. Hundreds of 
Powhatan warriors launched a simultaneous attack 
against scattered English settlements, killing nearly 
one-quarter of the settlers. To the Powhatan, this 
uprising was a response to decades of violence and the 
loss of their land and culture since the English colony 
was established. The era of turmoil would come to 
an end with the decline of the Powhatan Chiefdom, 
making Powhatan Indians subjects of the English. This 
lecture is one of a four-part series “Jamestown: The 
First 100 Years” and is offered through the Smithsonian 
Associates program.   
 
Mark Summers is the public historian for the 
Jamestown Rediscovery archeological project and will be 
presenting via Zoom.   

New! Electric Vehicles: Buses, Cars, and Motorcycles
Monday, February 6 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Now more than ever, we need safer, more reliable, and 
cleaner transportation options – this course offers 
a look at large and small electric vehicles.  With a 
facility in Greenville, Proterra is a leader in the design 
and manufacture of zero-emission electric transit 
vehicles and EV technology solutions for commercial 
applications.  Learn how Proterra technology is 
powering transit buses, electric school buses, delivery 
trucks, coach buses, and shuttles.  The discussion then 
moves to the basics of going solar and electric vehicle 
buying and driving. Learn what you need to know 
before making the jump to electric vehicles including 
explaining the jargon, how to determine how much 
electric you use, and how much of your electric use do 
you want solar to produce. Attendees will participate in 
an example system to gain practical experience. 

Join John Dunn, Customer Program Manager at 
Proterra, to learn how Proterra and their customers have 
prevented 165+ million pounds of CO2 emissions from 
escaping into the atmosphere and avoided burning some 
5+ million gallons of diesel fuel.  Danny Markus and 
Stacy Keelor have installed solar panels on two homes 
and own two electric vehicles – a car and a motorcycle.
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March to Victory: Allied Actions After D-Day
5 Tuesdays, February 7 to March 7
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $62

Following the success of D-Day and the Campaign 
in Normandy, the Allies still had to liberate France, 
before they could concentrate on the Low Countries. 
Take an intensive look at many of the actions of this 
pivotal timeframe for the battlefields of Europe during 
the Second World War. This course focuses on the 
ill-advised and tragic “Operation Market-Garden,” an 
Allied attempt to drive through the Netherlands and 
into Germany, as well as the Battles of Aachen, the 
Huertgen Forest, and the Bulge, followed by the need 
to seize bridges over the Rhine, including the Bridge at 
Remagen.

Military historian and Colonel (retired) Lawrence Saul 
served for 37 years in the US Army, including tours 
in Germany, Holland, Belgium, England, Kosovo and 
other locations. He was one of the last veterans of 
the Vietnam War still serving on active duty when he 
retired in 2008. A dedicated OLLI volunteer instructor, 
Saul has taught more than 75 military history courses 
at Clemson, California State University - San Marcos, 
Emory, and the University of Georgia. He has extensive 
experience as a Battlefield Tour Guide and has a BA in 
History from Georgia State University, as well as two 
master’s degrees.

New! Woody, Pete, and Arlo: A Century of Music
2 Tuesdays, February 7 and 14
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $29

Woody Guthrie was born over 100 years ago and his 
hard traveling life during the Dust Bowl and Great 
Depression greatly influenced the hundreds of folk 
songs he recorded over his lifetime. He and fellow 
"folkie," the young Pete Seeger, traveled the country 
during the 1940s, living the vagabond lifestyle and 
singing songs in support of the American labor 
movement and civil rights. Soon after his death, 
Woody's son Arlo recorded Alice's Restaurant, a serio/
comic talking blues song that became an immediate hit 
with the Woodstock generation. Soon after, the unlikely 
duo of Pete Seeger and Arlo Guthrie collaborated in 
concerts and recordings that combined the traditional 
folk of music of Pete and the rambling, humorous story-

telling of Arlo that lasted for over 40 years.

Jim Maurer is a recently retired policy writer for the 
State of South Carolina with a lifelong interest in 
history and the biographies of fascinating people. He 
is a graduate of St. Bonaventure University and has 
recently been an instructor at both Clemson OLLI 
and OLLI at Furman University, where he made 
presentations of interesting people such as Winston 
Churchill, Samuel Clemens and Harry Houdini.

We Do Things Different Down Here: SC Government
2 Tuesdays, February 7 and 14
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $29

Government in South Carolina is different - no other 
state has county delegations that consist of legislators 
exercising control over county affairs and school districts 
and no other state approaches city expansion like we 
do. Our college tuition is very high and our gas tax is 
very low, compared to other states. Our property tax 
makes the tax burden on identical houses triple if it 
is rented rather than owner-occupied.  If you would 
like to make sense out of your adopted (or native!) 
state and local government, discover not just the what, 
but the historical why of how things are the way they 
are in South Carolina. This course is co-sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of Oconee and Pickens 
Counties, a Clemson OLLI Community Partner.

Holley Ulbrich is a frequent OLLI teacher. A retired 
economics professor at Clemson University and a long-
time leader in state and local Leagues of Women Voters, 
Holley has extensive experience in South Carolina state 
and local government as a teacher, researcher, and even 
city council member. She has just finished editing the 
6th edition of the SC League's book, Know Your State.

The War to End All Wars: The First World War in the 
Ypres Salient

2 Wednesdays, February 8 and 15
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Historic Ballenger House, Seneca
Tuition: $29

Europeans commonly refer to the First World War 
as the “Great War.” To many Americans it is virtually 
unknown, yet it was one of the bloodiest conflicts in 
history and one whose memory is deeply etched into the 
European, and specifically Belgian, cultural psyches. The 
Great War was the first truly global conflict and involved 
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26 countries, but the military theater this course will 
emphasize – the Ypres Salient – was smaller in area than 
Oconee and Pickens counties. For four years this part of 
Belgium’s “Flanders Fields” was a literal corpse factory, 
accounting for nearly 10 percent of all military deaths. 
We examine the roots of a conflict that no one wanted 
but sensed was inevitable; a war that was expected to be 
over in a month but lasted more than four years; and 
more importantly, a war that, far from being the “war 
to end all wars,” set the stage for even greater horrors to 
come. Nearly every significant world event since WWI 
and its aftermath – the collapse of czarist Russia and the 
rise of the Soviet Union, the Great Depression, World 
War II, the Cold War, the emergence of the European 
Union, the Middle East crisis (including the rise of ISIS) 
– has its roots in the “Great War.”

Stephen Wainscott is a retired political science professor 
and director of Clemson’s Honors College. Since 
2005 he has visited Belgium sixteen times and has led 
thirteen study abroad programs there. As a result, he 
has developed deep interests in Northern Renaissance 
art, the First World War, the history and development 
of the European Union, and the European sovereign 
debt crisis. In addition to his academic interests, he is 
an avid competition barbecue enthusiast.

New! The Classical Era of Music
Wednesday, February 8
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Historic Ballenger House, Seneca
Tuition: $19

The Classical period was an era of classical music 
composed between roughly 1750 and 1820. The 
Classical period falls between the Baroque and the 
Romantic periods, and often has a lighter, clearer 
texture than Baroque music, but a more sophisticated 
use of form. We will cover musical styles, historical 
context, and masterworks of the time. We’ll also cover 
great composers like Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven as 
well as a few lesser-known composers you might add to 
your listening rotation.

Dr. Eric J. Lapin is a Senior Lecturer of Music in the 
Department of Performing Arts and the former Artistic 
Director for the Brooks Center for the Performing 
Arts at Clemson University. He is a member of the SC 
Humanities: Speaker’s Bureau and teaches courses in 
arts administration, entrepreneurship, applied clarinet, 
and music history.

The Saga of Planet X
Wednesday, February 8
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

#1 Mercury - #6 Saturn: visible with the naked eye; 
#7 Uranus: discovered by best telescope maker; #8 
Neptune: scientifically predicted; #9 Pluto: found from 
a diligent search; #10 "Planet X": the cause of decades of 
crazy searches - "It's here", "Uh-oh", "It's there", "No, it's 
somewhere else", "Oops!", "Tra-la, tra-la", "Yadda-yadda."  
The stories are comical; so were the searchers - capable, 
incapable, and culpable.  Now, hundreds of small trans-
neptunian bodies have been found - the result of ever-
increasing technology. And lately, falling by the wayside 
was Pluto, demoted from planetary status in 2006. 
These stories will be told, though some of the names 
responsible for these melodramas will be withheld in 
order to protect the guilty.

Myles Standish, Ph.D. in astronomy from Yale, 
spent most of his career at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, providing accurate planetary positions to 
the spacecraft navigation team as well as to the world’s 
major almanac offices. He has spoken at professional 
meetings, astronomy departments, and civic groups, 
and was a guest lecturer on the Queen Mary II. Asteroid 
“3420 Standish” was named in his honor.

Thai Cooking
Session A: Wednesday, February 8
Session B: Wednesday, February 22
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $42

What makes Thai food so different from other cuisines 
is its use of contrasting flavors. Thai food often pairs 
hot spices with sweet, light citrus flavors like lime and 
mango. The signature peanut sauce is somewhere 
between sweet and savory and adds depth to any dish. 
This Thai cooking class will be a hands-on learning 
experience that provides you with the knowledge and 
skill to make authentic and savory Thai dishes in your 
own home. We will begin with a soup, followed by 
spring rolls, a main dish and a dessert. Experience the 
fun and exotic world of authentic Thai cooking. This is 
sure to be an afternoon of fun, learning, and delectable 
food.

Susan Hansen has spent over 30 years creating and 
cooking all sorts of culinary delights in her kitchen and 
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in various public eateries. She enjoys teaching others 
and bringing out each participant’s “inner chef!”

New! Jamestown:  Bacon’s Rebellion, 1675 -1699
Monday, February 13
Noon to 1:30 p.m.  
Cheezem Education Center  
Tuition: $14 for a single lecture; $40 for the 4-part 
series 

While the early days of Jamestown were marred with 
struggle, conflict, and tragedy, the settlement would 
survive as the first permanent English colony in North 
America, from which the seeds of the United States 
grew.  What began as a power struggle between two 
leaders, Sir William Berkeley and Nathanial Bacon, 
on the push to drive Native Americans from Virginia 
ended with the former capital of the Colony of Virginia 
set ablaze by the rebel Bacon. The events that ensued 
before and after the burning of Jamestown are some 
of the most complicated yet intriguing chapters in its 
history, setting the precedent for America’s journey 
to independence. The era of turmoil would come to 
an end with the decline of the Powhatan Chiefdom, 
making Powhatan Indians subjects of the English. This 
lecture is one of a four-part series “Jamestown: The 
First 100 Years” and is offered through the Smithsonian 
Associates program.    

Mark Summers is the public historian for the 
Jamestown Rediscovery archeological project and will be 
presenting via Zoom.  

New! Autonomous Vehicles and a Visit to CU-ICAR
2 Mondays, February 13 and 20
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., February 13
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., February 20
Tuition: $39 includes transportation to CU-ICAR in 
Greenville

Autonomous vehicles are coming! Or are they? Only 
time will tell. In the event that they do come, there are 
enormous economic and societal issues that will have to 
be addressed. This course begins with a discussion of 
what autonomous vehicles might mean for our lives, for 
government coffers, and for the environment. Many 
jobs will be lost, many will be created! Their net benefit 
depends crucially on just who owns them. During the 
second session, we’ll leave the Cheezem Education 
Center for the Clemson University International Center 

for Automotive Research. At CU-ICAR, we’ll explore 
how vehicle design is more than engines, electronics 
and aesthetics — it’s also about crafting the interaction 
among drivers, passengers, vehicles and environments 
for safer, accessible and enjoyable travel.  Founded in 
2007, this advanced-technology research campus is 
where education, research, and economic development 
collaborate to create a global venue for the automotive 
industry.

Dr. Jon Haveman is the Executive Director of the 
National Economic Education Delegation, a non-
partisan, non-profit organization. Delegation members 
are generally Ph.D. economists working in academia; 
our local member is Dr. Scott Baier, currently serving as 
Department Chair in the John E. Walker Department 
of Economics at Clemson. As a seasoned human factors 
psychologist, Dr. Johnell Brooks’ research focuses on 
designing vehicles and transportation systems with 
the human experience in mind. Thanks to her work, 
Clemson’s Department of Automotive Engineering 
is one of the only departments of its kind with a 
psychologist on faculty. She leads an interdisciplinary 
research team within Clemson’s Department of 
Automotive Engineering that develops tools to empower 
aging drivers, wounded warriors and young adults 
with autism to maximize their independence through 
mobility. 

New! The Jewish Experience in Ecuador
Wednesday, February 15
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $19

Trace the history of Jews in Ecuador and the conditions 
under which they arrived and lived. This course begins 
with a discussion of the country’s early history and its 
pre-20th century Jewish communities.   We will explore 
the Holocaust migration of Jews to the country as well 
as notable Jewish Ecuadorians and their contributions 
to the country's civil, economic, and cultural life.  The 
presentation is illustrated with photographs of Ecuador 
and quotes from Jewish Ecuadorians regarding their 
early years in the country. Recommended reading: 
The Boy with Four Names by Doris Rubenstein, The 
Mapmaker's Wife by Robert Whitaker, and The Savage, 
My Kinsman by Elisabeth Eliot.

Doris Rubenstein is a native of Detroit and graduate 
of the University of Michigan.  After two years in Peace 
Corps/Ecuador, she started a long career with non-
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profit organizations and in the field of philanthropy.  
She is the author of six books, two of which have won 
national awards.  Doris has lived in Minnesota since 
1984 and received her M.A. from Augsburg University 
there in 1993. 

New! Sustainable Investing
Wednesday, February 15
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

“Whether it’s called “green investing,” “sustainable 
investing,” or “ethical investing” – the goal is the same:  
an investment strategy which seeks to consider both 
financial return and social/environmental good to 
facilitate change regarded as positive by the investor.  
This presentation will outline potential approaches to 
sustainable investing, counter some common arguments 
and myths about the practice, and provide tools that 
investors can use themselves or share with their advisor 
to start on their own sustainable investing journey. This 
course is co-sponsored by the Foothills Sierra Club, a 
Clemson OLLI Community Partner.

Kirbie Crowe has been a financial advisor and 
planner with Natural Investments since 2018. She is 
both a Certified Financial Planner and an Accredited 
Investment Fiduciary, and enjoys working in 
relationship with clients to help them align their money 
with their values. Natural Investments is a nationwide 
firm of 20 advisors and has been at the forefront of the 
socially responsible investment world for over 30 years.

New! Foreign Legion?  Forest Service?  NO: The
Foreign Service

2 Wednesday, February 15 and 22
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Historic Ballenger House, Seneca
Tuition: $29

The United States Foreign Service is the official name 
for the US Diplomatic Corps; diplomats being those 
individuals sent by a government to live abroad. This 
course will look at the history of the Foreign Service, 
the application and selection processes for entrance to 
the Service, overseas assignments, the personnel system, 
the difference between an Embassy and a Consulate, etc. 
The second session will examine the often-controversial 
selection process for Ambassadors. 

David Dreher served as a Foreign Service Officer 
from 1983 to 2008, with seven overseas assignments 
ranging from Bolivia to Bangladesh. His Washington 
assignments included a two-year tour as an Instructor 
at the Foreign Service Institute. Prior to joining the 
Foreign Service, he taught history and social studies for 
fifteen years. 

New! Hangover Haven: IV Vitamin Bars, Hydration
Spas and Complementary Health

Monday, February 20
1:00 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

IV vitamin/hydration boutiques and spas are popping 
up everywhere! Are they safe? How do they compare 
with IV nutraceutical therapies? Do either contribute 
to my health? As a new wave of alternative and 
complementary health therapies attempt to bridge 
the gap between wellness and disease it is important 
to understand the safety of these therapies and the 
providers who administer them. We will discuss some 
of the safety issues you need to consider before you visit 
an infusion spa, and the difference between a spa and 
an IV nutraceutical infusion center.  Take away useful 
information regarding integrative health therapies that 
may boost your metabolism and immune system for a 
healthier you.

Tara Wright is a doctoral student of Nursing Practice at 
Clemson University in South Carolina. As a seasoned 
vascular access/infusion therapy nurse of 22 years, she 
has worked in outpatient/inpatient settings, home 
health, and with subcontracted vascular access entities. 
Tara continues as an educator for PICC Excellence and 
Clemson University in addition to her proactive efforts 
in alternative health awareness. 

Robert E Peary's Fraudulent Claim to the North Pole
2 Wednesdays, February 22 and March 8 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Historic Ballenger House, Seneca
Tuition: $29

For more than a century, Robert E Peary has been 
credited with having been first to the North Pole.  
However, it is easy to show that he was a fraud; (un-
biased) experts agree that his claim was a fake ... and 
he knew it was.  A short description of the arctic and 
its history will lead to an overall view of Peary’s 1909 
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expedition, the one in which he claimed to have reached 
the North Pole.  Following that, a presentation of many 
“curious” facts relevant to that claim, should be enough 
to convince anyone about the truth. In the second 
session, elementary navigation by sextant will be lightly 
explained in order to easily destroy the attempts by the 
National Geographic Society, among others, to continue 
to support Peary’s claim. Easily exposed also, will be 
careless statements by the Smithsonian Institution, the 
New York Times, and others - truly an eye-opener.

Myles Standish, Ph.D. in astronomy from Yale, 
spent most of his career at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, providing accurate planetary positions to 
the spacecraft navigation team as well as to the world’s 
major almanac offices. He has spoken at professional 
meetings, astronomy departments, and civic groups, 
and was a guest lecturer on the Queen Mary II. Asteroid 
“3420 Standish” was named in his honor.

Is Your Invention Ready for Shark Tank?
Wednesday, February 22
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Do you have an invention you would like to share with 
the world, but have no idea where to go from here? This 
course, based upon the presenter’s first-hand experience, 
outlines a proven invention-to-market process that 
turned him from a marketing expert into a successful 
inventor. During the course you will apply topics and 
principles specifically to your ideas. We will go step-by-
step, from completion of your invention to selling your 
idea to the “Shark Tank,” with the goal that this process 
can help your inventions succeed.

Terry Allen is the creator and head of For the Birds, 
Inc., a “virtual company” of experts in their field, with 
its world headquarters in Salem, SC. After a 34-year 
career in sales and marketing with Pitney-Bowes, he 
became an entrepreneur and inventor. Inspired by his 
wife, Jeanne, a true bird lover, Terry invented eight 
unique products to help “birders” identify birds by their 
songs, realizing $20 million in retail sales along the way.

Managing Back Pain
Wednesday, February 22
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Most of us are plagued by some level of back pain, and 
it seems to worsen as we get older. Did you know that 
there are some simple strategies to help you manage your 
symptoms, so you can maintain an active lifestyle? Join 
this informal discussion of the anatomy of the lower 
spine, common causes of back pain, current medical 
interventions and things that you can do to in your 
everyday life to be more comfortable. This course is co-
sponsored by the Blue Ridge Orchid Society, a Clemson 
OLLI Community Partner.

Julie Voss is a licensed Physical Therapist with 43 years 
of experience working in the rehabilitation field. She is 
currently working at LifeStrides Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation in West Union, SC.

New! Creating Your Legacy
4 Wednesdays, March 1 to 22
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $48

Developmental psychologist Erik Erikson called the 
eighth stage of human development from ages 65 to 
death, "Integrity versus Despair." As we reflect on our 
lives, integrity comes from owning our gifts and sensing 
our impact in the world, knowing we touched lives big 
and small. Through large group discussion, dyads, and 
writing prompts, together we will gather up our purpose 
and know our goodness. We will identify interludes, 
people, and actions that held more significance than 
we realized. This will become a written legacy that we 
can share with our loved ones, and own as our unique 
contribution to the planet, a cherished gift to ourselves 
and others. Students will need to bring writing materials 
- pen, journal, and/or paper.

Di Ucci M.Ed., RN has spent four decades assisting 
people through challenging life transitions in her roles 
as educator, mediator, trainer, and nurse. She has a 
weekly column in Upstate Today, "Digging in with Di." 
and Di taught summer classes at the Elder Hostel and 
has facilitated numerous discussions on aging issues 
throughout her human services career.
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Changing Gears
Thursday, March 2
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Ordinary gears, perhaps the most ubiquitous of machine 
components, embody an elegant, but unobvious, 
harmony of form and function. We will explore this 
feature and discover how it enables us to generate the 
gear tooth form economically and with great precision. 
The discussion should appeal to engineers, artists, 
poets, and all who enjoy simple, lovely ideas.

Cecil Huey is Professor Emeritus of Mechanical 
Engineering at Clemson University and a dabbler in the 
history of science and technology.

New! Contemporary Economic Policy Issues
3 Thursdays, March 2 to 16
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $37

In a 2012 Freakonomics article, Dr. Justin Wolfers from 
the University of Michigan stated that he had “never 
seen the disjunction between the political debate about 
economics and the consensus of economists be as large 
as it is today.” Nearly a decade later, the consensus of 
economists about policy issues may have little to do 
with the economic arguments made by politicians. 
This course helps you strengthen your economic policy 
literacy in order to critically evaluate and respond to 
economic claims. The first session is an overview of US 
federal debt, followed by these topics: Trade Deficit and 
Exchange Rates (March 9), and Monetary Policy and 
Inflation (March 16).

Dr. Jon Haveman is the Executive Director of the 
National Economic Education Delegation, a non-
partisan, non-profit organization. Delegation members 
are generally Ph.D. economists working in academia; 
our local member is Dr. Scott Baier, currently serving as 
Department Chair in the John E. Walker Department 
of Economics at Clemson. Dr. Haveman has 
coordinated several courses across the OLLI network, 
including sessions at OLLI at University of Southern 
Maine, OLLI at Santa Clarita University, and OLLI at 
Aquinas College.

Clay: Wheel Throwing Workshop
4 Thursdays, March 2 to March 23
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
The Arts Center of Clemson
212 Butler Street, Clemson 
Tuition: $75 includes supplies

Discover the potter’s wheel and the basic steps to get 
you started; this course is appropriate for beginners or 
anyone who has been away from clay and wants to get 
back! After the fundamentals, we will take to the wheel 
to make a bowl, mug or perhaps a vase; objects may 
vary depending on instructor and class. Learn about 
finishing techniques such as trimming, texturing, and 
glazing as you work.

OLLI and the Arts Center of Clemson are partnering 
this term to bring a curated series of hands-on 
workshops to OLLI Members. The Arts Center is 
housed under the Department of Parks and Recreation 
for the City of Clemson, and we thank them for their 
support!

New! Line Drawing
4 Mondays, March 6 to March 27
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The Arts Center of Clemson
212 Butler Street, Clemson 
Tuition: $55 includes supplies

Drawing is a form of visual art in which an artist uses 
instruments to mark paper or another two-dimensional 
surface. Learning the basic elements of drawing is the 
foundation of any type of art making. In this class 
we will explore fundamentals such as perspective, 
measuring and using proportions, contour, value and 
composition.  

OLLI and the Arts Center of Clemson are partnering 
this term to bring a curated series of hands-on 
workshops to OLLI Members. The Arts Center is 
housed under the Department of Parks and Recreation 
for the City of Clemson, and we thank them for their 
support!
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New! A New Lens: James Webb Space Telescope and 
Other Current and Future NASA Exploration Missions

Monday, March 6
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

The past year has been a time of extraordinary 
accomplishments in deep-space exploration. The most 
powerful space telescope ever designed and built, 
the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) has been 
successfully deployed approximately one million miles 
from Earth. As the successor to Hubble, it is in the 
early stages of providing entirely new insights into the 
development of the universe. Less well-known, but 
equally important, has been the recent work of other 
observatories. One example is the discovery of over 
5000 exoplanets (orbiting other stars) by the Keppler 
and newer Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 
observatories. Still other space probes are yielding new 
insights about the Sun and planets in our own solar 
system. This presentation will highlight some of these 
most recent discoveries, and put them in the context 
of NASA’s overall Space Science, Earth Science, and 
Aeronautics mission and budget.

Dr. Jack Hansen has been involved with the artificial 
intelligence community of the US in his research 
leadership roles, including as Deputy Center Director 
for Research at the NASA Ames Research Center and 
Associate Director of the Institute for Human and 
Machine Cognition. He has coauthored articles on 
NASA's computer science initiatives and on the role of 
the Federal Government in basic research. He is now 
an active member of the OLLI program at Furman 
University and works with the OLLI National Resource 
Center on surveys of the national OLLI membership. 
He has coauthored two books on the personal 
dimensions of retirement.

Spring into Summer Container Gardening
Wednesday, March 8
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Historic Ballenger House, Seneca
Tuition: $19

Container gardening offers countless opportunities 
for Southern gardeners to get creative with plants 
without large investments of time and money; here 
we’ll concentrate on designing gardens that move from 
spring into summer!  You can design short-term garden 
displays, create thematic gardens with a witty twist, take 

advantage of seasonal outdoor living and avoid dealing 
with red clay. In this two-hour course we’ll explore 
design idea, plant combinations, and discuss care and 
culture requirements.

Julie Vidotto worked and taught subjects in public 
horticulture for more than 20 years, and held positions 
at the Chicago Botanic Garden, the NC Arboretum and 
Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia. With 
degrees in ornamental horticulture and education, 
she has gardened in USDA zones 5, 7 and 8, and once 
accidentally grew a gorgeous crop of amaryllis in her 
compost pile.

New! Estate Planning and Elder Law
2 Mondays, March 13 and 20
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $29

Don't let your hard-earned money end up in the wrong 
hands! This course will address: what exactly an "estate 
plan" is and why you need one; how the new tax law 
changes will affect your estate plan; how to avoid putting 
your family through lengthy and onerous probate; 
how to identify and protect your assets from online or 
telephone scams; and how best to protect your elderly 
parents from financial exploitation. When you leave this 
course, you should have a complete understanding of 
what an estate plan can do for you and your family, how 
to properly implement it to completely avoid probate 
court, and how to protect your assets for your family. 
You will also gain an understanding of how to spot 
financial exploitation when it is occurring and how to 
stop it when it does!

Carol Anne Johnson is an elder law and estate planning 
attorney with a major focus on special needs planning, 
Medicare/Medicaid and long-term care planning for 
the elderly and disabled. She practices in both South 
Carolina and Florida, and is a frequent lecturer, 
educating other attorneys about estate planning 
and special needs trusts on behalf of the S.C. Bar 
Association.

I enjoy OLLI classes and appreciate 
the leadership, volunteers, and 
diversity of learning experiences.

”
”
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New! Growing Up with Vietnam
Tuesday, March 14 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

Join Greenville native and Vietnam veteran, Bob 
Howard, as he speaks on his personal experiences 
serving as an Army officer from 1968-1970. After 
graduating from Greenville High School in 1964, 
he enrolled at Davidson College as tensions steadily 
escalated in Vietnam. He graduated from Davidson 
in 1968 as a newly commissioned Second Lieutenant 
through the school's ROTC program. He went on active 
duty in July of that year and served 18 months at Fort 
Knox and a year in Vietnam, where he was awarded the 
Bronze Star for Meritorious Achievement. Now, looking 
back from the vantage point of half a century, Howard 
will recall what he saw happening in society during 
those days and share stories from his life before, during 
and after Vietnam, and the impact his military service 
has played in his life.

Robert E. Howard became President of the Greenville 
Tech Foundation in January 2008 and retired at the 
end of 2016. He is a veteran of the US Army and 
served in Vietnam, where he was awarded the Bronze 
Star for Meritorious Achievement. He has served on 
a number of non-profit boards and is a Past President 
of the Greenville Area Development Corporation, 
South Carolina Philharmonic, the South Carolina 
Nature Conservancy, the South Carolina Student 
Loan Corporation, Leadership South Carolina, the 
Rose Ball, and Trustus Theatre.  He founded and 
manages a military lecture series for the Poinsett Club.  
He is a licensed auctioneer, an honor graduate of the 
Buckley School of Public Speaking and a graduate of 
Professional Santa Claus School in Denver, Colorado.

New! The Romantic Era of Music
Tuesday, March 14
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cheezem Education Center
Tuition: $19

This course will discuss the Romantic Era of music, 
considered part of the Romantic movement - the 
intellectual, artistic, and literary movement that became 
prominent in Western culture from approximately 1798 
until 1837. Romantic composers sought to create music 
that was individualistic, emotional, dramatic,  and often 

reflective of broader trends within the era’s poetry, art, 
and philosophy. 

We will cover musical styles, historical context, and 
masterworks of the era. We’ll also cover great composers 
like Beethoven and Brahms as well as a number of lesser-
known composers that deserve a listen.

Dr. Eric J. Lapin is a Senior Lecturer of Music in the 
Department of Performing Arts and the former Artistic 
Director for the Brooks Center for the Performing 
Arts at Clemson University. He is a member of the SC 
Humanities: Speaker’s Bureau and teaches courses in 
arts administration, entrepreneurship, applied clarinet, 
and music history.

New! Cryptocurrencies
Monday, March 27
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $19 
Glimpse into the world of cryptocurrencies and 
“FinTech,” a shorthand term for the financial 
technologies that seek to improve and automate the 
delivery and use of financial services. Bitcoin is the 
earliest and largest crypto currency, and this course 
will describe how it came to be, what it is, and what 
its broader implications might be. The innovations 
underlying Bitcoin have shaken up the world of finance 
and raise important public policy questions such as: 1) 
Why do we need (or want) cryptocurrencies? 2) Do we 
want Facebook to run our payment system and 3) What 
roles does or should government regulation and the Fed 
have in the evolving world of cryptocurrency and online 
finance?

Dr. Jon Haveman is the Executive Director of the 
National Economic Education Delegation, a non-
partisan, non-profit organization. Delegation members 
are generally Ph.D. economists working in academia; 
our local member is Dr. Scott Baier, currently serving as 
Department Chair in the John E. Walker Department 
of Economics at Clemson. Dr. Haveman has 
coordinated several courses across the OLLI network, 
including sessions at OLLI at University of Southern 
Maine, OLLI at Santa Clarita University, and OLLI at 
Aquinas College.
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New! The Vietnam War in Historical Perspective 
Wednesday, March 29
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Zoom Virtual Classroom
Tuition: $19

Explore the circumstances and events that led to US 
involvement in a war it could not win.  We will examine 
politics on the national and international scale, military 
strategies and major combat operations, the experience 
of those who served, the experience of the Vietnamese, 
the role of the media, the rise of a powerful anti-
war movement, and the legacy of the war.  Was this 
showdown with international Communism inevitable?  
Was it justifiable?  Was it worth it?  Was this a “good 
war gone bad”?  Veterans are especially invited to 
participate and to contribute to the discussion.

John J. Navin is a professor of history at Coastal 
Carolina University, where he teaches early American 
history and conducts research on community, race, and 
violence in colonial America. He holds a master's degree 
in American studies from Boston College and a Ph.D. 
in history from Brandeis University.

A great opportunity for seniors and juniors 
to learn while sharing backgrounds and 
education concentrations.

OLLI is an important aspect of the Clemson 
area community and the University.

OLLI is a great opportunity to learn about new 
topics and meet new friends.

”

”
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Up-to-date details for all international programs can be found on the OLLI website at www.
olliatclemson.org/international-travel.  Bookings are taken by the individual travel companies; 
contact the specific company for questions and arrangements. 

Where in the World will OLLI Go?  

Just Announced!
Maritimes Coastal Wonders Featuring the Cabot Trail 

July 23, 2023, to August 2, 2023
11 Days
By Collette 
Double Occupancy: $4,029 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte
Single Occupancy: $4,829 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte
Triple Occupancy: $3,979 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte
Activity Level: Active

Gaze out over the sea as it endlessly rolls in along the 
rugged Atlantic coast. Lush forests, soaring cliffs and 
limitless scenic vistas fill your day along one of the 
world’s most spectacular routes. A must-see for those 
who visit Nova Scotia, the Cabot Trail (which runs 
along the northern tip of the island) is named for the 
explorer John Cabot who first landed here in 1497. 
Since that time, its unmatched beauty has drawn 
visitors from around the world. Immerse yourself in life 
along the trail with stops in the traditional village of 
Cheticamp; Cape Breton Highlands National Park; the 
fishing community of Neil’s Harbour; and the Gaelic 
College. From the spirit of the outdoors to the elegant 
“Old World” French, the Cabot Trail will have you 
enthralled from start to finish.

March to Victory with Larry Saul
September 5, 2023, to September 16, 2023
12 days
By EF Go Ahead as organized by Larry Saul, OLLI 
Instructor and Military Historian
Double Occupancy: $5,334 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Atlanta
Single Occupancy: $6,202 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Atlanta
Activity Level: Moderately Challenging

Set out from Amsterdam to cross the former battlefields 
of the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, and
Luxembourg where brave soldiers gave their lives during 
World War II. Visit historic sites and memorials in 
Groesbeek and the Hürtgen Forest before ending your 
journey in the Rhine Valley—and returning home with a 
renewed sense of national pride.  This trip builds upon 
Mr. Saul’s courses titled “Band of Brothers” and “March 
to Victory” as well as his very well received previous 
tours of the Normandy region specific to D-Day period. 

https://www.olliatclemson.org/
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Spotlight on Tuscany 
November 8, 2023, to November 16, 2023
9 Days
By Collette Spotlights, tours that feature “quick 
getaways with a single hotel stay”
Double Occupancy: $3,229 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte
Single Occupancy: $3,729 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte
Triple Occupancy: $3,199 per person, includes round 
trip airfare from Charlotte
Activity Level:  Active to Moderately Challenging

Discover the rolling hills of Tuscany, home to 
sprawling vineyards, charming medieval hill towns, and 
enchanting cities. Savor a 7-night stay in Montecatini 
Terme, the famous resort and spa town. Visit Pisa, 
Florence, and San Gimignano into the Italian 
countryside. Discover the charming town of Lucca, 
Italy’s best-kept secret. Learn about the heroic deeds 
of WWII at remains of the Gothic Line and visit the 
Museum of Liberation. Enjoy free time to explore the 
cultural treasures of Florence. Partake in a Tuscan 
cooking class. Sample cheese at the farm where it is 
made. Enjoy fabulous local wines and the region’s 
famous cuisine. Steeped in history, culture and legend, 
this is Tuscany as you always imagined it. The Azores: Jewels of Portugal

April 5, 2024, to April 18, 2024
14 Days
By Explorations by Collette, Small Group Travel 
capped at 19 participants 
Double Occupancy: $5,029 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte and interisland 
flights
Single Occupancy: $5,829 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte and interisland 
flights
Triple Occupancy: $4,979 per person, includes 
roundtrip airfare from Charlotte and interisland 
flights
Activity Level: Moderately Challenging

Enter an untouched paradise on an adventure through 
the Azores, the archipelago gems of Portugal. Explore 
the entire rim of the Sete Cidades Caldera. Indulge in a 
traditional cozido das furnas meal, cooked by the heat 
of the volcanic earth. Descend into Algar do Carvao, 
the “Cavern of Coal” lava tube, with an expert guide. 
Enjoy a light home-hosted lunch featuring local meats 
and cheeses. Spend 3 nights in a lava stone house. 
From thermal pools and lush craters to local farms and 
volcanic cuisine, delve into the culture of Portuguese 
island life.

https://www.olliatclemson.org/
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Participation in Special Interest Groups is free and open to current OLLI 
Members; contact the Group Facilitator for more information.

ART GROUP
Every Monday, 1:00 p.m.
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Diana Carnes (dianacmail@aol.com)

This “open studio” is a place and time for everyone - 
aspiring or confirmed artists - to meet once a week to play 
with new approaches to their craft. We share techniques, 
engage in a variety of media challenges, and possibly 
bring in experts in unusual specialties.  We EXPLORE 
art in many varieties and forms together...as well as 
dabbling in the traditional forms! And...it is FREE!!  
Come join the fun!

ART OPEN STUDIO
2nd and 4th Thursday Each Month, 1:00 p.m.
at the Cheezem Education Center

No facilitator; the Studio is available for use by any 
current OLLI Member. 

BOOK CLUB
1st Friday Each Month, 10:00 a.m.
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Maureen Williamson (williamsonmj@att.net)

Our books are selected by group vote and selections 
include fiction and nonfiction, contemporary and classic. 
Discussion is informal and participation is encouraged.  
See the Events page on the OLLI website for upcoming 
book selections. 

GARDENING GROUP
1st Wednesday Each Month, 3:00 p.m.
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Susan Creamer (smcreamer@gmail.com) 

Share ideas, learn from others about gardening 
techniques, soil, plants, design and more - broaden your 
knowledge and find support from other gardeners who 
have similar challenges with their Upstate landscape. The 
group also enjoys speakers on various gardening topics 
and occasional field trips.  

MAH JONGG
Every Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. 
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Janice Dieter (dieterjw@yahoo.com)

This group plays Mah Jongg (American version) each 
week, and offers a course three times a year on the basics 
of playing the game. Whether you played in the past or 
are a true beginner, this course will help you master the 
finer points and experience what players say about “the 
love of the game!” Students are encouraged to join the 
OLLI Mah Jongg Special Interest Group to continue 
building their skills. 

NEEDLES AND THREADS
Every Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Nan Jones (jones4927@bellsouth.net)

Join this support group for “thread-heads” to work on 
your favorite projects in a collaborative atmosphere.  

PHILOSOPHY +  (IN-PERSON AND VIA ZOOM)
Every Thursday, 1:30 p.m. at the Cheezem Education 
Center
Facilitator: Cecil Huey (cohuey@clemson.edu)

This long-standing discussion group meeting includes 
video presentations by experts in history, philosophy, and 
art followed by a robust conversation on the day’s topic. 

PICKLEBALL
Every Friday, 10:00 a.m. 
at Nettles Park
Facilitators: Lauris and Mary Jane Ames 
(mames10579@aol.com, laurisames@aol.com) 

Join the many that are enjoying this fast-growing fitness 
activity!  We will be playing on specially-lined tennis 
courts at Nettles Park. This group is open to all OLLI 
Members - and is appropriate for players of all levels!  
Instruction and loaner equipment will be available 
to newcomers; meet at the tennis courses nearest the 
covered pavilion. 
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WATERCOLOR GROUP 
1st and 3rd Thursday Each Month, 1:00 p.m. 
at the Cheezem Education Center 
Facilitator: Trish Davis (trishkaydavis@gmail.com)

This group's goal is to paint watercolor paintings using 
a variety of papers and techniques, to share ideas and 
prompts and to have fun painting together. 

WRITERS’ GROUP 
1st and 3rd Friday Each Month, 10:00 a.m. 
at the Cheezem Education Center 

Group is currently at capacity, but contact facilitator 
Paula Appling (upst8hiker@gmail.com) for more 
information.

2022-2023 
BOARD OF ADVISORS

Sheryl Donovan, Chair 

David Potts, Vice Chair 

Chip Stapleton, Past Chair 

Carol Helander, Secretary 

Nancy Dunn, At Large

Jack McKenna, At Large

Dave Sabo, At Large 

Ann Smith, CU Foundation Liaison

Dr. Sheila Backman, University Liaison

The OLLI Board of Advisors may be 
reached directly at cuolliboa@gmail.com.

A gem for older people who value learning, 
friendship and staying abreast with an ever 
changing world.

”
”
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Membership And Registration Form - Winter 2023
Please fill out completely, even if you think we have this information on file.

Name:                

Street Address:             

City/State/Zip:             

Phone:       Email Address:       

How did you hear about us?           

Gender:   Female  Male   Date of Birth (Month, Year):    

Catalog Format:   Email Catalog □  U.S. Mail Catalog □

Email Communication:  Yes □  No □

Your name, mailing and email addresses will be published in the password-protected online OLLI Member directory.                      
     Check this box if you would like to opt out of the directory.

Emergency Contact Name:           

Emergency Contact Phone Number:          

Please note: Each member of a couple must submit a separate form to ensure proper registration.

Annual Membership Fee (Membership runs from July 1 to June 30)
Memberships purchased now are valid through June 30, 2023.

 I am a NEW OLLI member and paying my first membership fee ($50)            $     

 I am renewing my lapsed OLLI membership ($50)        $    

If you are unsure about your membership status, please call the OLLI office at 864-633-5242.

Courses

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Donation

Would you like to include a gift to OLLI at Clemson University?  Our Annual Fund is administered by the Clemson 
University Foundation on behalf of OLLI; please note that 100% of your gift goes to support OLLI operations.                                                                                               

                 Gift: $    

           Total Enclosed: $    

Payment Information

 Check enclosed (payable to OLLI at Clemson University)

□ Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express

 Card #:                 Expiration Date:     Security Code:            

 Cardholder’s Name:               

REGISTRATION FORM
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Emergency Contact Phone Number:          

Please note: Each member of a couple must submit a separate form to ensure proper registration.

Annual Membership Fee (Membership runs from July 1 to June 30)
Memberships purchased now are valid through June 30, 2023.

 I am a NEW OLLI member and paying my first membership fee ($50)            $     

 I am renewing my lapsed OLLI membership ($50)        $    

If you are unsure about your membership status, please call the OLLI office at 864-633-5242.

Courses

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Course Name           Tuition: $    

Donation

Would you like to include a gift to OLLI at Clemson University?  Our Annual Fund is administered by the Clemson 
University Foundation on behalf of OLLI; please note that 100% of your gift goes to support OLLI operations.                                                                                                     

                 Gift: $    

           Total Enclosed: $    

Payment Information

 Check enclosed (payable to OLLI at Clemson University)

□ Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express

 Card #:                 Expiration Date:     Security Code:            

 Cardholder’s Name:               
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REGISTRATION FORM

https://www.olliatclemson.org/


REGISTRATION INFORMATION
4 Easy Ways to Register

• Online: www.olliatclemson.org, click the link “online registration” (credit card payment only)
• By Phone: 864-633-5242 (credit card payment only)
• By Mail: 100 Thomas Green Blvd. Clemson, SC 29631 (check or credit card payment)
• In Person at the Cheezem Education Center, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (cash, check or

credit card payment)

Refund/Cancellation
If you must cancel your registration in an OLLI Course, a full or partial refund may be available to you. Our 
current refund procedures are listed on our website, www.olliatclemson.org. All Members are encouraged to review 
this information when registering.

If an OLLI Course is cancelled, you will receive a full refund. Payments made by cash and check will be refunded as 
course credit in your OLLI account; payments made by credit card will be refunded to the credit card.

Wait List
If the Course you have requested has filled prior to receiving your registration, you will automatically be placed on 
a waiting list for the Course. Should space become available, you will be contacted and given the opportunity to 
enroll. You will not be charged for the Course until you are enrolled.

Liability Waivers
OLLI members who are enrolled in higher risk Courses may be required to sign Waiver and Release of Liability 
Forms before participating. For more information, visit our website, www.olliatclemson.org.

Accessibility
OLLI at Clemson University is committed to an inclusive and accessible environment for all OLLI Members, and 
as a Clemson University Institute, follows the spirit of Student Accessibility Services, which can be found at www.
clemson.edu/academics/studentaccess. If you have questions about accessibility for a Course, please contact the 
OLLI office at olli@clemson.edu or 864-633-5242; all correspondence will be confidential.

Graduate Research
On occasion, Clemson University faculty and students are interested in working with OLLI Members on research 
projects specific to engaged aging. Opportunities to participate in such studies will be announced to the OLLI 
membership via the weekly e-newsletter, and your personal involvement is entirely at your discretion. We do not 
share your contact information with any group or individual. For questions, please contact Julie Vidotto at 864-633-
5244 or jvidott@clemson.edu.

Membership Fees
A nonrefundable annual membership is required to participate in OLLI Courses and activities. The OLLI Member 
Year begins July 1 and ends June 30 of each year.

Scholarships
Financial assistance may be available for current OLLI Members; for more information, visit our website, 
www.olliatclemson.org.

Inclement Weather
OLLI follows the Clemson University inclement weather policy. When Clemson University is closed due to 
inclement weather, all OLLI activities are cancelled or postponed to a later date.

Charles K. Cheezem Education Center
As a Clemson University facility, the Center is tobacco-free and follows campus facility policies.
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For more information on Clemson Downs, please contact us.
(864) 654-1155 • @RetireWellClemson • ClemsonDowns.com

ANOTHER CLEMSON
CONNECTION

Clemson quarterback DJ Uiagalelei and Clemson 
Downs resident Judge Barnes, a former Clemson, 
and NFL football player, enjoy the exchange of 
stories.

The connections like these and the quality of 
care you receive make living at Clemson Downs 
special. Visit today to learn how Clemson Downs’s 
full continuum of care offers independent living, 
assisted living, memory care, and skilled nursing 
care to meet your needs.

ANOTHER CLEMSON
CONNECTION

OLLI at Clemson University
100 Thomas Green Blvd.

Clemson, SC 29631

Phone: 864-633-5242
Email: olli@clemson.edu
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